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MONDAY,  MAY  9,  1994 

House  of  Representatives, 
Subcommittee  on  Regulation,  Business 

Opportunities,  and  Technology, 

Committee  on  Small  Business, 

Washington,  DC. 

The  subcommittee  met,  pursuant  to  notice,  at  Portland  City  Hall, 
1220  S.W.  Fifth  Avenue,  Portland,  Oregon,  the  Honorable  Ron 
Wyden  (chairman  of  the  subcommittee)  presiding. 

Chairman  Wyden.  The  hearing  of  the  Subcommittee  on  Business 
Opportunities  and  Technology  will  come  to  order.  Today  the  sub- 
committee continues  its  inquiry  into  the  management  of  reforest- 
ation programs  on  public  timberlands  in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 
Few  public  investments  are  as  important  or  create  the  level  of  long 
term  economic,  environmental  benefits  as  the  tree  planting  and 
timber  stand  improvement  programs  managed  by  the  U.S.  Forest 
Service  and  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 

Now,  according  to  the  former  Interior  Inspector  General,  James 
Richardson,  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  is  an  agency  which 
is,  and  I  quote,  "adversely  impacted  by  inherent  organizational  in- 
efficiencies" and  is  "a  classic  example  of  an  organization  that  has 
often  failed  to  accomplish  its  mission  effectively."  Today  the  sub- 
committee intends  to  look  specifically  at  the  Bureau  of  Land  Man- 
agement's reforestation  programs,  where  problems  have  abounded 
for  years. 

Missing  the  biological  window  for  planting  trees,  fertilizing  new 
plantations  and  conducting  pre-commercial  thinning  can  mean  loss 
of  hundreds  of  millions  of  board  feet  and  ultimate  harvest  from 
these  lands.  These  continuing  failures  involve  thousands  of  acres  of 
the  region's  most  productive  timberlands  being  managed  by  the  Bu- 
reau of  Land  Management. 

This  subcommittee  is  especially  troubled  by  two  recent  reports 
that  were  done  by  the  Inspector  General  of  the  Department  of  Inte- 
rior. The  first  issue  in  March  estimates  that  $5.4  million  in  Oregon 
forest  maintenance  funds  were  diverted  to  other  uses.  The  second, 
issued  just  2  weeks  ago,  estimated  that  the  Oregon  Office  of  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  was  losing  between  $2.5  million  and 
$3.5  million  in  a  non-authorized  airplane  lease  purchase  deal.  If 
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there  is  an  Achilles  heel  for  investigators  tracking  what  the  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  does  and  how  it  spends  its  money,  it  seems 
to  be  this  agency's  bookkeeping. 

As  current  Interior  Inspector  Greneral  Joyce  Fleischman  wrote  to 
the  subcommittee  on  April  19,  and  I  quote,  "Because  of  improper 
accounting  practices  noted  in  our  reports,  the  Bureau  cannot  accu- 
rately account  for  individual  program  costs  of  any  program,  includ- 
ing full  time  employee  costs  associated  with  its  forestry  program," 
The  Inspector  General's  reports  substantiate  that  these  failures 
pose  a  clear  and  present  danger  to  the  future  of  many  timber  jobs 
in  our  State.  This  agency  has  got  to  pull  its  money  out  of  bloated 
management  systems,  employee  gymnasiums,  and  luxury  aircraft, 
and  put  it  where  it's  needed,  and  that's  the  critically  important 
timberlands  of  western  Oregon. 

The  audit  cited  problems  which  had  developed  well  before  the  ap- 
pointment this  winter  of  Ms.  Elaine  Zielinski,  the  State's  new  Bu- 
reau of  Land  Management  director.  We  are  pleased  to  have  Ms. 
Zielinski  with  us  today.  I  wish  to  note  that  I  am  encouraged  by  her 
start.  We  have  had  a  number  of  preliminary  discussions  that  indi- 
cate that  she  wishes  to  deal  seriously  and  constructively  with  the 
long  standing  problems  of  the  Bureau. 

We  would  also  like  to  note  that  Ms.  Zielinski  wasted  no  time  in 
getting  rid  of  this  airplane.  Although  I  do  not  wish  to  sugar-coat 
the  backlog  problems,  we  will  get  into  them  in  some  detail,  I  am 
very  hopeful  that  we  can  forge  a  new  partnership  today  toward  im- 
proving forestry  in  our  State  s  Bureau  of  Land  Management  timber 
program. 

Let  us  make  no  mistake.  These  lands  must  remain  a  productive 
part  of  the  region's  timber  base.  Mr.  Jerry  Rust,  chairman  of  the 
Lane  County  Board  of  Commissioners  and  the  representatives  of  a 
major  Oregon  and  California  railroads  lands  county  will  explain 
the  importance  of  timber  revenues  from  the  Bureau  of  Land  Man- 
agement manage  for  us.  As  Mr.  Rust  will  testify,  the  quality  of  de- 
forestation on  mese  lands  goes  right  to  the  budget  bottom  line  for 
our  counties.  Revenues  from  these  timber  sales  fund  schools,  roads, 
and  other  vital  public  services. 

The  forest  environment  as  well  as  the  timber  is  important  to  the 
people  of  our  State.  We  will  hear  testimony  from  Mr.  Josh  Bratt 
representing  the  Oregon  Environmental  Council  on  the  importance 
of  reforestation  work  for  healthy  forest  habitats. 

Finally,  these  programs  represent  more  than  timber  in  the  fu- 
ture. They  are  also  representing  jobs  today.  Mr.  Jack  Desmond,  ex- 
ecutive director  of  the  Northwest  Reforestation  Contractors  Asso- 
ciation, will  describe  the  great  stakes  for  small  businesses  involved 
in  site  preparation,  tree  planting,  and  tree  thinning. 

Now  before  we  begin  with  today's  witnesses,  I  wish  to  briefly  re- 
view the  numbers  from  the  most  recent  Inspector  General's  audit 
on  Bureau  of  Land  Management  timber  management  programs. 
The  Inspector  Greneral  details  backlogs  in  the  following  areas:  Site 
preparation,  4,600  acres;  tree  planting,  3,800  acres;  plantation 
maintenance,  43,800  acres;  tree  thinning,  60,000  acres;  fertiliza- 
tion, 162,000  acres;  and  timber  stand  conversion,  6,600  acres. 

To  put  this  into  perspective,  the  Inspector  General  estimates  that 
lost  timber  harvest  volumes  due  to  these  backlogs  may  amount  to 


1.7  billion  board  feet.  I  would  like  to  note  that  this  is  a  signifi- 
cantly higher  number  than  anticipated  total  harvest  volume  for  the 
entire  Pacific  Northwest  under  the  Clinton  administration's  Fed- 
eral forest  management  plan  for  a  year. 

Now,  I  would  like  to  point  out,  the  State  Bureau  of  Land  Man- 
agement office  has  not  in  the  past  been  always  well  served  by  the 
Agency's  national  office.  In  1993,  the  Oregon  Bureau  of  Land  Man- 
agement notified  national  headquarters  that  the  reforestation  and 
stand  enhancement  program  would  need  $63  million  to  fund  all  re- 
forestation activities.  The  national  office,  however,  requested  only 
$33  million.  According  to  the  Inspector  General,  this  underfunding 
resulted,  and  I  quote,  "in  increased  backlogs."  Obviously  any  budg- 
et request  like  this  one  has  to  be  measured  against  other  agency 
and  national  priorities.  It  is  unacceptable,  however,  that  this  agen- 
cy, which  for  years  has  ignored  numerous  Inspector  General  audits, 
citing  the  need  to  reform  its  expensive,  triple  tiered  national  man- 
agement system  should  be  allowed  to  drain  the  lifeblood  from  Or- 
egon forestry  programs  to  pay  for  an  outdated,  outmoded  and  out- 
sized  bureaucracy. 

Tree  planting  programs  in  our  State  must  not  be  sacrificed  to 
pay  for  a  bloated  management  system  centered  in  Washington,  DC. 
Now,  Ms.  Zielinski  is  going  to  outline  today  accounting  changes 
which  will  fi-ee  up  $1  million  for  additional  direct  investment  in 
forestry  programs,  and  we  also  hope  to  hear  about  agency  stream- 
lining actions  which  could  save  another  $5  million  in  annual  spend- 
ing, monies  that  could  be  reinvested  in  timber  management. 

I  wish  to  State  again  that  these  are  sensible  suggestions  fi-om 
Ms.  Zielinski  and  a  welcome  change  in  policy  and  philosophy.  I  be- 
lieve we'll  also  hear  from  our  new  director  about  the  possibility 
that  Congress  might  invest  another  $50  million  over  the  next  sev- 
eral years  of  reforestation  management  and  that  this  investment  at 
this  time  would  pay  a  particularly  dramatic  return. 

[Chairman  Wyden's  statement  may  be  found  in  the  appendix.] 

Chairman  Wyden.  So,  we  are  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  have  this 
hearing.  It  is  the  practice  of  our  subcommittee  to  swear  all  wit- 
nesses. Let  us  begin,  if  we  might,  with  Ms.  Zielinski,  if  she  will 
come  forward  and  we  will  take  care  of  the  formalities  here.  Ms. 
Zielinski,  do  you  desire  to  have  any  of  your  associates  there  at  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  participate  with  you  this  morning? 

Ms.  Zielinski.  Yes,  I  would.  If  you  have  no  objection,  I'd  like  to 
have  Bill  Bradley,  who  is  the  acting  director  for  lands  renewal  re- 
sources and  Darwin  Priebe,  who  is  our  budget  officer. 

Chairman  Wyden.  We  would  be  happy  to  have  both  of  you  gen- 
tlemen please  come  forward.  Before  I  have  you  all  sit  down,  we  do 
swear  our  witnesses.  Do  any  of  you  three  have  any  objection  to 
being  sworn  as  a  witness? 

Ms.  Zielinski.  No. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Please  raise  your  right  hand.  Do  you  solemnly 
swear  that  the  testimony  you're  about  to  give  is  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  so  help  you  God? 

Mr.  Bradley.  Yes. 

Mr.  Priebe.  I  do. 

Ms.  Zielinski.  Yes. 


Chairman  Wyden.  Well,  we  welcome  all  of  you.  Let  me  thank 
you  again,  Ms.  Zielinski,  for  the  cooperation  and  the  opportunity  to 
discuss  these  matters  with  you  on  a  number  of  occasions.  I  note 
that  this  is  your  first  Congressional  appearance  in  vour  new  posi- 
tion, undoubtedly  what  will  be  many  as  part  of  all  of  the  discussion 
with  appropriations  committees  and  the  like.  We  welcome  you. 
We're  going  to  make  your  prepared  statement  a  part  of  the  record 
in  its  entirety,  and  please  proceed  in  any  way  that  you  feel  com- 
fortable. 

TESTIMONY  OF  ELAINE  ZIELINSKI,  OREGON  DIRECTOR,  U.S. 
BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMEP^,  PORTLAND,  OREGON 

Ms.  ZlELENSKi.  Thank  you.  Congressman  Wyden.  It's  a  pleasure 
for  me  to  be  here,  and  as  you  said,  it  is  my  first  appearance  here, 
but  I'm  looking  forward  to  having  a  good  dialogue  with  you  and 
with  other  committees  that  we  do  business  with. 

I'd  like  to  again  just  make  a  few  remarks  here  in  my  prepared 
statement.  Again,  I  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  appear  here 
today.  I'm  here  to  discuss  issues  relating  to  the  reforestation  and 
forest  development  efforts  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  in 
western  Oregon  and  respond  to  some  of  the  statements  in  the  re- 
cent final  audit  report  of  the  Office  of  Inspector  General. 

A  major  question  that  has  been  raised  by  the  Inspector  General 
is  the  tree  planting  backlogs  that  have  accumulated  during  the 
past  few  years  and  whether  they  have  resulted  from  lack  of  fund- 
ing. The  tree  planting  backlogs  are  not  primarily  due  to  funding 
shortfalls.  Unplanted  acres  are  part  of  a  normal  reforestation  oper- 
ation. Seedling  availability,  operation  scheduling,  weather  condi- 
tions, and  air  quality  constraints  all  affect  the  timing  of  treating 
acres.  These  factors  are  anticipated  and  accounted  for  in  allowable 
harvest  models. 

Natural  causes  have  contributed  to  the  problem  of  eliminating 
the  tree  planting  backlogs.  For  example,  the  continuing  drought 
has  required  that  expensive  special  treatments  be  undertaken  to 
maintain  adequate  stocking  levels  in  new  plantations,  reducing  the 
availability  of  funds  to  address  backlogs.  Similarly,  major  wildfires 
have  added  to  reforestation  workloads,  especially  with  respect  to 
subsequent  vegetation  maintenance  workloads. 

The  BLM  has  also  been  limited  in  its  choice  of  tools  to  perform 
the  necessary  field  operations.  The  favorite  site  preparation  method 
is  broadcast  burning,  but  hmited  bum  opportunities  under  State 
air  quality  regulations  have  required  that  expensive  replacement 
methods  be  employed,  such  as  hand  piling  and  slashing  with  chain 

saws. 

Other  vegetation  management  tools,  particularly  herbicides,  are 
unavailable,  even  on  a  limited  scale,  requiring  the  use  of  these  far 
more  costly  methods.  The  BLM  is  systematically  eliminating  within 
available  funding  limits.  The  existing  backlog  of  precommercial 
thinning  and  fertilization  consistent  with  current  and  anticipated 
resource  management  plans  and  objective  included  in  the  Presi- 
dent's forest  plan. 

First  priorities  for  treatment  will  be  planting  lands  that  have 
been  harvested  or  damaged  by  wildfire,  followed  by  growth  enhanc- 


ing  treatments  on  land  allocated  to  timber  production  and  to  areas 
identified  as  needing  treatment  for  ecosystem  restoration  purposes. 

The  BLM  will  identify  funding  needs  to  systematically  eliminate 
the  backlogs  and  to  stay  current  with  treatments  that  are  consist- 
ent with  the  President's  forest  plan  and  resource  management  plan 
allocation  and  objectives.  The  next  opportunity  to  request  funding 
priorities  will  be  in  the  fiscal  year  1996  budget  process.  However, 
these  needs  must  be  considered  in  the  context  of  overall  Federal 
spending  needs. 

The  fiscal  year  1995  BLM  budget  request  for  reforestation  and 
forest  development  is  $23,036,000.  With  this  level  of  funding,  we 
would  be  able  to  accomplish  the  highest  priority  work  which  in- 
cludes site  preparation,  tree  planting,  and  plantation  maintenance. 
The  Inspector  General  disagreed  with  the  method  used  by  BLM  to 
allocate  administrative  expenses  within  program  areas.  The  BLM 
specifically  excluded  accounts  such  as  land  acquisition  projects 
under  the  land  and  water  conservation  fund,  construction  projects 
and  emergency  fire  fighting  costs,  in  an  attempt  to  get  as  much 
project  specific  money  as  possible  on  the  ground  in  those  accounts. 

The  western  Oregon  and  California  lands,  the  O&C  account,  does 
not  have  a  specific  line  item  designed  to  pay  the  majority  of  the 
overhead  costs,  similar  to  the  management  of  lands  and  resources 
or  MLR  account.  However,  the  administrative  line  item  in  the  MLR 
account  does  pick  up  bureau-wide  costs  for  space,  postage  and  tele- 
phones for  the  O&C  account. 

We  agree  that  prior  to  fiscal  year  1993,  the  overhead  allocations 
in  western  Oregon  were  directed  to  some  degree  toward  the  forest 
management  accounts.  In  February  of  1992,  the  western  Oregon 
districts  and  State  office  management  met  to  address  this  concern 
and  develop  objectives  regarding  the  forest  management  budget  al- 
locations. A  team  was  appointed  to  identify  recurring  indirect  costs 
that  cannot  be  charged  exclusively  to  a  particular  program  and  to 
develop  a  method  that  would  assure  that  all  programs  cover  those 
costs  using  a  prorater  share  process. 

Our  review  of  fiscal  year  1993  costs  shows  that  the  method  devel- 
oped did  improve  the  equitability  of  the  indirect  cost  spread.  In  ad- 
dition, in  fiscal  year  1995,  BLM  will  consider  excluding  contracts 
for  tree  planting,  stand  maintenance,  and  seedlings  from  the  pro- 
rater  share  process  that  is  currently  being  used.  This  has  the  po- 
tential for  making  an  additional  $1  million  available  for  project 
work. 

The  BLM  is  pursuing  ways  to  measure  performance  and  insure 
accountability.  Our  goal  is  to  develop  effective  performance  meas- 
ures that  will  track  actual  progress  for  which  the  agency  will  be 
held  accountable.  We  are  committed  to  managing  change  effectively 
and  to  improving  business  practices,  especially  in  tne  areas  of 
budgeting  and  accounting.  The  BLM  has  proposed  to  the  Congress 
in  its  1995  budget  justification  a  simplification  of  its  budget  struc- 
ture. This  will  allow  BLM  to  focus  its  attention  on  overall  resource 
management  rather  than  the  administration  of  discreet  program 
activities.  This  is  consistent  with  the  administration's  ecosystem 
based  approach  to  land  and  natural  resource  management. 

In  addition,  BLM  will  begin  a  major  re-engineering  of  its  finan- 
cial processes  on  May  16,  1994.  As  part  of  this  effort,  BLM  will 


simplify  its  financial  reporting  process  and  ascertain  the  most  ef- 
fective and  equitable  way  to  distribute  administrative  costs.  We  be- 
lieve these  efforts  will  significantly  reduce  the  funds  being  used  for 
program  administration  and  enable  us  to  develop  an  accounting 
system  along  the  lines  suggested  by  the  Inspector  General. 

An  earlier  Inspector  Greneral  report  raised  the  separate  issue  of 
the  triple  tiered  management  structure  of  the  BLM,  and  this  is 
being  addressed  as  a  bureau-wide  issue.  Oregon,  along  with  other 
States,  is  currently  looking  at  organizational  streamlining  options 
which  will  enable  us  to  deal  more  efficiently  with  the  challenges  of 
ecosystem  based  management.  In  addition,  we  are  attempting  to 
design  organizational  structures  which  require  less  administrative 
and  management  support,  thereby  allowing  more  funds  to  be  di- 
rected to  on  the  ground  activities.  Final  organizational  decisions 
will  be  coordinated  on  a  bureau-wide  basis  and  should  be  approved 
within  the  next  3  weeks. 

This  completes  my  prepared  statement.  I  would  be  pleased  to  an- 
swer any  questions. 

[Ms.  Zielinski's  statement  may  be  found  in  the  appendix.] 

Chairman  Wyden.  Very  good.  Would  you  like  to  have  any  of  your 
associates  make  any  comments? 

Ms.  ZlELlNSKl.  No,  I  think  at  this  time  we'll  just  respond  to  any 
questions  you  might  have. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Very  good.  That's  helpful,  and  I  appreciate  it. 
I  think  you  have  a  very  tough  job  ahead  of  you.  I  think  you  know 
that  my  real  interest  is  seeing  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  in 
Oregon  turn  over  a  new  leaf.  I  want  to  see  you  shake  this  office 
up  because  I  think  that  the  people  of  our  State  are  very  frustrated 
about  reading  these  Inspector  General  reports.  They  read  these  In- 
spector General  reports  and  they  hear  about  a  press  relations  per- 
sons somewhere  or  gymnasium  somewhere  or  an  airplane  being 
used,  and  they're  saying  to  themselves,  look,  this  is  money  that's 
being  wasted.  It's  money  being  diverted  that  could  go  in  to  the  for- 
estry program  and  put  people  to  work  and  make  sure  that  we've 
got  these  trees  40  years  from  now.  So,  I  more  than  anything  want 
to  see  you  really  turn  this  agency  around,  and  I've  appreciate  a 
number  of  the  ideas  that  you've  already  talked  about  with  me  in- 
formally, and  I  want  to  go  into  some  of  those  this  morning. 

Let  me  maybe  start  by  trying  to  put  this  into  some  perspective 
because  I  think  that  particularly  folks  have  trouble  sorting  through 
the  backlog  issues  and  the  board  feet  issues  and  the  money  that 
we're  talking  about,  and  I  just  want  to  kind  of  get  this  on  the 
record.  Now,  the  Inspector  Greneral  detailed  backlogs  of  4,600  acres 
in  site  preparation,  3,800  acres  in  tree  planting,  43,000  acres  in 
plantation  maintenance,  60,000  acres  in  tree  thinning,  fertilization 
of  162,000  acres,  timber  stand  conversion  backlog,  6,600  acres.  I 
know  you've  only  been  there  a  month.  Do  you  essentially  think  that 
as  an  accurate  characterization  by  the  Inspector  General? 

Ms.  ZlELlNSKi.  Yes,  I  think  that  while  we  could  probably  update 
those  acres  because  obviously  they  were  kind  of  a  snapshot  in  time, 
but  I  think  that  we  would  certainly  agree  with  the  Inspector  Gen- 
eral that  we  do  have  backlogs  in  particularly  the  growth  enhance- 
ment area  and  that  those  backlogs  have  not  been  reduced. 


Chairman  Wyden.  I  appreciate  that.  I'm  going  to  ask  some  ques- 
tions about  that.  I  just  want  to  state  for  the  record  so  the  folks  un- 
derstand this  that  those  backlogs  according  to  the  Inspector  Gen- 
eral translate  to  a  lost  volume  of  about  1.7  billion  board  feet,  and 
that's  actually  more  than  the  President  in  his  whole  program  an- 
ticipates generating  in  a  year,  and  the  Inspector  General  says  that 
if  we  don't  turn  this  around,  we  could  be  losing  $200  million  in  lost 
revenue  per  year  as  well,  again  annualized  out  over  the  harvest. 
So,  this  is  very,  very  serious  for  our  State. 

Why  don't  we  start  then  by  having  you  outline,  if  you  might, 
what  you  think  the  principal  obstacles  are  at  this  point  for  the 
agency  in  terms  of  trying  to  turn  around  the  backlog  situation? 

Ms.  ZlELiNSKi.  OK  As  I  mentioned,  we  definitely  agree  that  in 
the  growth  enhancement  area,  particularly  that  the  backlogs  exist 
and  nave  not  been  reduced.  Just  to  put  that  in  perspective,  I  think 
that  I  need  to  explain  just  a  little  bit  about  the  reforestation  part 
of  it,  plus  the  growth  enhancement.  Again,  in  the  reforestation 
area,  I  think  some  of  those  acres  that  are  characterized  as  a  back- 
log, as  I  mentioned,  we  consider  those  as  kind  of  a  normal  oper- 
ation, and  I  don't  think  there  is  disagreement  on  that  issue,  that 
those  are  temporary  in  nature,  that  there  are  legitimate  reasons 
why  there  may  be  some  acres  that  could  not  be  replanted  as  soon 
as  we  would  have  liked  to,  and  those  things  are  not  —  the  avail- 
ability of  seedling  species  and  types  or  the  site  preparation  or  con- 
tracting problems,  those  sorts  of  things.  We  definitely  move  those 
areas  into  the  highest  priority  category  for  the  next  year.  I  don't 
think  that  is  the  big  issue.  I  do  think  the  issue  that  you  are  raising 
is  more  to  the  growth  enhancement  part.  Is  that  correct,  Congress- 
man? 

Chairman  Wyden.  Yes,  and  we'll  talk  specifically  about  it  — 
based  on  what  I  had  heard  you  all  say  in  the  past,  you  had  prob- 
lems on  the  fire  situation,  you  had  problems  in  terms  of  funds,  pos- 
sibly availability  of  contractors.  Are  those  some  of  the  factors  that 
have  been  a  problem  for  you? 

Ms.  ZlELlNSKl.  I'd  say  the  major  problem  for  us  has  been  in  the 
area  of  reforestation  maintenance,  and  that  one  is  an  area  that  we 
have  not  had  adequate  funds  to  deal  with.  What  I  mean  there  is 
protection  of  seedlings  that  we've  put  in  the  ground,  that  is,  protec- 
tion from  animals,  from  competing  vegetation.  Again,  some  of  the 
reasons  that  we  have  the  maintenance  for  survival  issue  is  a  really 
obviously  important  one  to  us.  You  know,  you've  gone  through  the 
expense  of  planting  the  trees  in  the  ground.  You  need  to  make  sure 
that  they  stay  alive  to  protect  that  investment.  This  is  a  really  high 
priority,  but  in  a  drought  situation,  especially  like  in  the  area  of 
southern  Oregon,  the  expense  related  to  keeping  those  seedlings 
alive  could  take  incredible  chunks  out  of  our  budget.  So,  that  has 
been  an  issue. 

Alternative  forms  of  site  preparation  or  planting  without  site 
preparation  has  also  caused  an  increase  in  costs.  This  is  due  to  the 
increase  in  the  post-planting  maintenance  that's  required  to  be 
done.  The  vegetation  control,  as  I  mentioned,  costs  there  are  in- 
creasing because  one  reason  is  that  we  no  longer  have  the  avail- 
ability of  any  herbicides.  So,  the  alternatives  that  we  use  are  much 
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more  expensive  and  costly.  So,  does  that  address  some  of  your  con- 
cerns? 

Chairman  Wyden.  Yes,  that  certainly  outlines  some  factors.  One 
of  the  things  a  number  of  the  forestry  experts  have  told  us,  dis- 
turbs them  about  the  Inspector  General's  report,  is  the  significant 
increase  in  tree  thinning  backlogs  for  approximately  43,000  acres 
in  '89  to  60,000  acres  in  1993.  The  forestry  people  essentially  tell 
me  that  if  you  don't  have  that  kind  of  tree  thinning,  it  significantly 
reduced  what  you're  going  to  have  40  years  down  the  road.  So,  to 
the  extent  that  we  have  backlogs  in  tree  thinning,  that  seems  to 
me  to  be  an  area  with  very,  very  significant  costs  with  some  seri- 
ous problems  down  the  road. 

I  gather  that  you  accept  the  numbers  of  the  Inspector  Greneral 
on  the  tree  thinning  issue? 

Ms.  ZiELiNSKi.  Well,  I  think  —  actually,  I  can't  recall  the  exact 
numbers  on  that. 

Chairman  Wyden.  He  says  that  we've  got  a  backlog  of  60,000 
acres  in  tree  thinning. 

Ms.  ZlELlNSKi.  OK.  Can  I  have  Bill  Bradley  respond  to  that?  He's 
my  numbers  person. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Absolutely. 

Mr.  Bradley.  Essentially  the  IG  did  identify  43,000  acres  of 
backlog  in  '89.  Then  we  had  the  excess  receipt  dollars  that  came 
on  line  in  '90  and  '91,  and  with  those  dollars,  we  treated  42,000 
acres.  But  as  trees  grow,  you  have  more  acres  that  come  into  that 
biological  window.  We  essentially  precommercially  thinned  between 
acres  12  and  15  years  of  age.  So,  we  had  an  additional  60,000  that 
became  the  right  age  for  us  to  do  precommercial  thinning. 

Ms.  ZiELENSKi.  So  we're  not  funded  to  keep  up  and  are  accumu- 
lating, I  guess,  backlogs  as  we  go  because  of  the  lack  of  funding. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Now,  we've  got  the  tree  thinning  backlog  at 
60,000  acres,  and  we  all  agreed  that  that's  a  serious  kind  of  matter 
for  the  long  term.  Tell  us  what  you  need  to  fix  it  in  terms  of  re- 
sources. I  know  you  all  don't  get  to  wave  your  wand  and  have  the 
U.S.  Congress  do  everything  that  you  would  ask  but  clearly  what 
we  want  to  do  is  try  to  get  a  handle  on  what  kinds  of  dollars  are 
needed  to  handle  some  pretty  significant  backlogs. 

Ms.  Zielinski.  Exactly.  OK,  well  I  guess  I  could  talk  about  elimi- 
nation of  backlog  in  general  and  as  we  internally  have  discussed, 
we  do  have  some  proposals  to  eliminate  those  backlogs  by  the  year 
2001.  Essentially,  the  best  case  scenario,  if  we  were  to  systemati- 
cally eliminate  all  the  backlogs  in  precommercial  thinning,  fer- 
tilization, and  stand  conversation,  by  the  year  2001  we  would  need 
the  following  in  fiscal  year  '96,  '97  and  '98  to  treat  what  is  referred 
to  as  matrix  lands  under  the  President's  plan  which  are  those 
lands  that  are  basically  available  for  commercial  forests,  and  to 
treat  the  reserves,  we  would  need  an  average  of  about  $8.5  million 
per  year. 

In  fiscal  year  '99,  2000,  2001,  to  treat  the  late  successional  re- 
serves, an  average  of  $5.5  million  a  year.  Those  would  eliminate 
the  backlogs.  In  order  to  keep  ourselves  current  and  not  accumu- 
late additional  backlogs,  we  would  need  an  additional  $4  million  a 
year. 


Chairman  Wyden.  What  does  that  come  to  then  between  now 
and  2001?  I  probably  didn't  write  fast  enough. 

Ms.  ZlELE^SKl.  Let's  see,  it  would  be  $8  million  a  year  to  treat 
the  matrix  and  repairing  for  3  years,  so  that  would  be  24  or  25. 
Then  for  the  late  successionals,  3  years  at  5V2,  would  be  I6V2,  and 
then  $4  million  a  year  for  6  years.  So,  a  total  of  $63  million. 

Chairman  Wyden.  To  turn  around  the  backlog  by  2000? 

Ms.  ZiELlNSKl.  And  keep  current. 

Chairman  WYDEN.  And  keep  current. 

Ms.  ZlELINSKI.  Right. 

Chairman  Wyden.  That  was  in  addition  to  what  you  have  today? 

Ms.  ZlELINSKI.  Right. 

Chairman  Wyden.  And  how  would  you  anticipate  utilizing  BLM 
personnel  and  independent  contractors  in  terms  of  this  effort? 

Ms.  ZlELINSKI.  Almost  all  of  the  work  in  those  areas  is  contracted 
out.  We  utilize  BLM  personnel  simply  for  administration  type  — 
preparing  the  contracts,  administering  those  contracts,  making 
sure  that  we  get  essentially  what  we  paid  for,  but  almost  all  of  that 
is  contracted.  We  would  certainly  continue  doing  that. 

Chairman  Wyden.  One  of  the  reasons  that  I  asked  you  this  is 
that  I  am  absolutely  convinced  it's  going  to  take  some  additional 
resources  to  do  this  job.  There's  just  no  question  about  it,  but  I 
think  there's  a  big  hurdle  for  the  agency  to  clear  to  get  additional 
resources,  and  to  a  great  extent,  the  agency  is  going  to  have  to 
build  up  some  trust  in  order  to  be  able  to  do  this.  I  mean,  we're 
going  to  have  to  get  a  square  budget  proposal  from  the  department 
that  really  outlines  candidly  what's  needed.  Second,  we're  going  to 
have  to  get  assurance  from  the  State  office  that  the  budgeted  mon- 
ies go  to  budgeted  purposes,  and  there  has  been  great  concern  by 
the  Inspector  General  that  that  has  not  been  the  case. 

Third,  it  seems  to  me  there's  got  to  be  strong  evidence  that  the 
agency  is  running  in  a  really  lean  and  mean  kind  of  operation.  I 
think  that  it's  goin^  to  be  necessary  to  show  those  kinds  of  points 
that  I've  descrioed  m  order  to  make  the  case  that  Congress  during 
tough  times  would  free  up  more  resources.  How  do  you  intend  to 
go  about  trying  to  buildup  trust  and  trying  to  turn  the  agency 
around  after  these  very  critical  audits? 

Ms.  ZlELINSKI.  Well,  I  would  say  that  I  can  certainly  commit  per- 
sonally to  taking  a  hard  look  and  am  taking  a  hard  look  at  all  as- 
pects of  the  BLM  in  Washington  and  how  we  operate.  I'm  taking 
a  look  at  what  we're  doing,  why  we're  doing  it,  how  we're  doing  it, 
and  whose  doing  it.  I  think  that's  the  first  step  in  really  assessing 
the  appropriateness  and  answering  all  of  those  questions.  I  can 
commit  that  I  will  certainly  prepare  and  —  we  have  prepared  in 
the  past  and  continue  to  prepare  a  realistic  estimate  of  what  our 
needs  are  in  this  program  in  Oregon,  and  I  will  submit  those 
through  our  Washington  office. 

Again,  once  that  happens,  I  don't  have  total  control  on  that,  so 
I  don't  want  to  lead  you  astray  and  say  that  I  can  commit  that 
those  will  go  through  the  entire  process  intact.  In  fact,  as  you  men- 
tioned yourself,  they  have  to  be  put  in  on  the  overall  picture  within 
the  department,  Omce  of  Management  Budget,  the  whole  Federal 
budget  as  a  whole,  but  I  can  assure  you  that  we  will  continue  to 
identify  our  real  needs  and  pass  those  through  our  process. 
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Chairman  Wyden.  Let  me  ask  you  about  a  couple  of  the  specific 
savings  examples  because  it  seems  to  me  again,  in  order  to  try  to 
make  the  case  for  additional  resources,  it's  going  to  be  important 
to  show  that  there  are  some  real  savings  out  of  existing  dollars.  I 
gather  that  you're  talking  about  making  some  personnel  decisions 
and  undergoing  some  agency  streamlining  that  could  produce  a 
substantial  sum  for  in  ground  investments  like  stand  enhancement 
and  thinning  and  like.  Can  you  give  us  a  ball  park  figure  on  how 
much  might  be  saved  in  that  area  and  how  you  would  tend  to  go 
about  that? 

Ms.  ZiELiNSKi.  I  probably  can't  give  you  a  very  good  ball  park  fig- 
ure at  this  point  in  time,  but  I  could  put  it  in  a  little  bit  of  perspec- 
tive, and  one  fact  of  that  has  come  about  very  recently.  As  part  of 
the  President's  initiative  to  reduce  Federal  employment  overall  in 
the  next  5  years,  we  had  100  employees  in  the  urban  Washington 
organization  take  advantage  of  the  buy-out  or  early  out  retirement. 
The  salaries  attached  to  those  hundred  people  would  be  about  $5 
million.  I  believe  that's  true. 

Now,  not  all  of  the  those  employees,  obviously,  are  in  the  forest 
management  or  funded  through  the  forest  development  at  camp, 
but  again,  I  think  that  we  would  realize  savings  in  that  those  folks 
—  we  will  not  be  replacing  those  positions,  of  those  that  took  the 
buy-out  provision.  So,  I  think  that  we  will  definitely  see  some  sub- 
stantial amount  of  savings  out  of  that  effort. 

We  are  looking  with  tne  National  Conformance  review  that  the 
vice  president  has  initiated,  and  Interior  has  emphasized  reducing 
the  number  of  supervisors  in  our  organization.  We  currently  have 
a  ratio  of  about  1  to  6.6.  We're  looking  in  the  long  run  over  the 
next  5  years  of  going  more  toward  1  to  about  15.  So,  you  can  see 
that  we'll  be  reducing  the  number  of  supervisors  in  our  organiza- 
tions. In  the  administrative  area,  the  same  kind  of  initiative.  We'll 
be  looking  in  particularly,  let's  say,  our  personnel  area  in  having 
a  1  to  100  personnel  servicing  ratio,  and  that's  about  half  of  what 
we  have  now.  So,  again,  my  goal  in  these  initiatives  is,  assuming 
we  don't  take  the  substantial  budget  cuts  that  kind  of  just  take 
those  savings  away  from  us  as  an  agency,  would  be  to  redirect 
those  dollars  to  project  work.  I'm  a  real  believer  that  that  should 
be  our  emphasis.  That's  what  we're  all  about,  is  getting  those  dol- 
lars to  the  ground,  and  that  will  definitely  be  my  focus  as  the  direc- 
tor here. 

Chairman  Wyden.  That  really  sounds  encouraging,  and  I  want 
to  work  with  the  agency  to  try  to  get  first  that  $5  million,  to  try 
to  turn  that  into  investments  on  the  ground  like  stand  enhance- 
ment. My  understanding  was  that  we  were  basically  for  the  short 
term  in  terms  of  existing  savings  probably  trying  to  get  as  much 
of  that  $5  million  that  comes  about  through  agency,  streamlining 
for  stand  enhancement.  Second,  that  there  might  be  another  mil- 
lion dollars  available  for  these  kinds  of  investments  because  the 
agency  would  move  away  from  what  you  called  skewed  accounting 
where  in  effect,  the  forestry  accounts  get  overbilled  for  these  agen- 
cy-wide overhead  expenses.  Is  that  their  statement  as  well? 

Ms.  Zeelinski.  Yes.  The  million  dollars  that  you  referenced  would 
be  a  result  of  our  proposal  to,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  statement,  to 
consider  removing  the  contracts,  direct  contracts  for  reforestation 
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out  of  that  overhead  allocation.  If  we  did  that,  it  would  make  about 
a  milHon  dollars  available  again  for  on  the  ground  project  work.  We 
are  also  still  going  to  look  at  the  whole  overhead  allocation  process, 
but  again,  as  I  mentioned,  we  don't  have  a  separate  account  in  the 
O&C  for  any  of  the  administrative  or  overhead.  I  believe  that  there 
are  certainly,  and  hopefully  you  would  not  disagree  that  there  are 
certainly  some  legitimate  overhead  costs  that  have  to  be  paid  for 
somewhere,  somehow  in  order  for  us  to  do  a  quality  job  in  all  of 
our  programs,  including  forest  development. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Well,  vou're  absolutely  right.  I  think  what  the 
Congress  has  been  upset  about  and  I  think  was  at  the  core  of  the 
Inspector  General's  reports  is  that  there  didn't  seem  to  be  any 
truth  in  budgeting,  that  here  you  had  a  situation  where  the  money 
that  was  supposed  to  go  into  reforestation  was  diverted  into  some- 
thing else.  Of  course  you  have  administrative  costs,  there's  no 
question,  but  there  has  to  be  a  system  for  doing  this.  When  you 
told  us  that  you  felt  that  in  effect,  the  forestry  account  was 
overbilled  and  that  this  was  a  skewed  kind  of  accounting  system, 
that  to  me  is  really  beginning  to  acknowledge  what  the  problem 
has  been,  and  I've  got  to  tell  you,  it's  pretty  refreshing  compared 
to  what  I  was  getting  for  all  these  years  when  I  would  call  up  the 
Inspector  Greneral  and  he'd  issue  a  critical  report,  and  everybody  at 
the  agency  would  say  everything's  hunky  dory  and  we  don't  have 
any  problem,  we  don't  have  any  backlog,  and  every  penny  is  being 
spent  wisely.  Then  we'd  wait  around  for  the  next  Inspector  General 
report,  and  they  would  make  it  pretty  clear  that  that  wasn't  the 
case. 

Ms.  ZiELlNSKi.  I  certainly  join  with  you.  I  take  very  seriously  the 
Inspector  General  reports,  but  I'm  hoping  we  can  move  on.  I  said 
we  are  certainly  going  to  address  the  issues  that  are  raised  and 
make  some  improvements  and  I  think  move  forward  in  a  positive 
way.  I  think  that's  both  of  our  goals. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Let  me  ask  if  I  might  about  a  point  the  In- 
spector General,  Ms.  Fleischman,  made  in  her  review  that  I  would 
like  to  have  your  assessment  on.  She  said,  and  I  quote  here,  that 
"the  Inspector  General  was  unable  to  review  Oregon  State  office 
overhead  allocation  because  the  State  office  did  not  identify  all 
overhead  costs  that  were  charged  to  programs."  Now,  this  has  got 
to  be  something  that's  a  bit  troubling  because  it  suggests  at  least 
to  people  who  folks  might  be  shifting  money  around  accounts  with- 
out keeping  track.  What's  your  assessment  of  this,  and  how  do  you 
plan  to  deal  with  this  comment  of  the  Inspector  General? 

Ms.  ZiELlNSKl.  First  of  all,  I  really  do  want  to  say  that  no,  we 
are  not  shifting  money  around,  that  we  are  not  tracking  at  all.  The 
situation  that  occurred  here  was  that  when  the  Inspector  General 
came  out  to  do  their  review,  we  had  initiated  our  own  process  of 
looking  into  the  reallocation  of  overhead.  The  analysis  was  com- 
pleted for  all  of  our  district  offices,  and  we  shared  all  of  that  infor- 
mation, very  detailed  information,  in  a  particular  format  with  the 
Inspector  General.  The  Inspector  General's  staff  then  requested  the 
same  information  for  the  State  office.  We  had  not  finished  that 
analysis  for  the  State  office.  We  were  in  the  middle  of  it,  and  so 
the  data  just  flat  out  wasn't  available  in  the  same  format  and  in 
the  same  detail  that  it  was  for  the  district  offices. 


12 

We  explained  that  to  them.  We  shared  all  of  the  data  in  its  rough 
form  that  we  had,  but  internally  we  said  it  would  take  us,  our 
staff,  a  couple  of  months  to  complete  that  and  do  the  kind  of  analy- 
sis that  they  wanted  to  do.  The  Inspector  General  came  to  the 
same  conclusion,  that  if  they  were  to  undertake  it,  it  would  take 
several  months.  Both  of  us  decided  not  to  invest  that  kind  of  time 
and  money  into  getting  that  State  office  data  in  the  exact  same  for- 
mat and  shape  that  it  was  for  the  district  offices.  They  utilized  all 
the  district  office  information.  They  utilized  the  information  from 
the  State  office,  but  I  have  to  say  yes,  they  were  at  a  disadvantage 
because  we  were  not  able  to  provide  the  same  kind  of  information 
in  the  same  format  so  that  you  could  kind  of  compare  both  of  them. 
It  was  simply  due  to  a  time  constraint. 

Chairman  Wyden.  You  would  not  anticipate  this  coming  up 
again  with  the  Inspector  Greneral? 

Ms.  Zbelenski.  No,  I  don't  think  —  hopefully  it  will  not  because 
we  have  finished  our  State  office  review  and  the  allocation  process, 
and  that  would  be  available  to  them  now,  all  of  that  information. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Because  I  think  that's  a  very  important  area, 
and  I  would  urge  you  to  concentrate  with  the  Inspector  General  on 
that  because  when  you  read  that,  it  suggests  the  kind  of  slight  of 
hand  that  money  is  just  sloshing  around  the  system  and  if  they  tell 
you  that  they  can't  identify  all  of  the  overhead  costs,  that's  some- 
thing that's  certainly  troubling. 

Ms.  ZiELiNSKi.  And  I  also  know  that  there  is  a  commitment,  both 
at  our  Washington  office  and  at  the  field  office  level  here  to  im- 
prove our  accounting  and  financial  systems  so  that  they  are  clearer 
and  easier  I  think  for  people  to  track. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Let  me  ask  you  about  another  part  of  this.  It's 
a  matter  of  policy.  It  seems  to  me  one  of  the  things  that  you  all 
are  saying  is  to  some  extent,  this  is  a  problem  because  things  get 
measured  year  to  year.  You're  at  the  kind  of  whim  of  the  U.S.  Con- 
gress and  the  appropriations  process  on  any  kind  of  given  year,  and 
I  would  be  interested  in  knowing  whether  you  all  think  you'd  be 
better  off  and  the  forests  would  be  better  off  and  taxpayers  would 
be  better  of  if  reforestation  and  stand  enhancement  had  a  dedi- 
cated and  ongoing  funding  mechanism,  say  patterned  after  the  for- 
est service  Knudsen  Bandengerg  program? 

Ms.  ZlELlNSKl.  Well,  I'd  certainly  say  you're  absolutely  right.  It's 
difficult  for  both  us  internally  and  I  know  for  our  contractors  to 
plan  ahead  for  work  loads  when  you  are  essentially  on  a  yearly  ap- 
propriation process.  I  know  the  KB  fund  has  worked  very  well  for 
the  forest  service.  They  seem  to  be  very  pleased  with  that  arrange- 
ment. I  think  that  it  would  indeed  build  some  more  certainty  for 
both  us  and  for  our  contractors.  My  only  caution  is  I  think  that  we 
would  need  to  look  at  how  such  a  fund  would  affect  the  receipts  to 
the  O&C  counties  which  is  something  that  we're  certainly  con- 
cerned about,  and  I  think  they  would  be,  but  I  think  that  could 
definitely  be  worked  out. 

Chairman  Wyden.  I'd  like  to  pursue  that  with  you  as  well.  I  un- 
derstand the  Inspector  General  also  thinks  that  that  would  be  a 
sensible  idea.  Let  us  follow  up  on  that. 

Ms.  ZlELINSKI.  OK. 
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Chairman  Wyden.  Let  me,  if  I  might,  ask  you  about  some  issues 
relating  to  reforestation  contractors.  We're  going  to  be  hearing  tes- 
timony today  from  the  Reforestation  Contractors  Association,  Mr. 
Desmond,  and  also  from  Mr.  Rust,  Lane  County  Commissioner, 
who  is  also  a  reforestation  contractor.  They've  been  pretty  critical 
about  the  events  of  the  last  couple  of  years  and  the  Inspector  Gen- 
eral's reports.  I'm  interested  in  knowing  how  you  are  going  to  re- 
spond to  the  reforestation  contractors  to  try  to  better  involve  them 
in  the  work  with  the  BLM. 

The  other  reason  I  think  that  this  is  important  is  that  those  are 
the  real  pipeline  to  the  jobs.  We  obviously  have  a  big  problem  in 
getting  the  family  wage  jobs  we  need  during  this  very  tough  time. 
It's  a  transition  in  natural  resources,  and  I  would  like  to  hear  your 
views  on  how  you  plan  to  better  integrate  the  reforestation  contrac- 
tors in  your  work  so  we  can  get  this  additional  employment. 

Ms.  ZiELiNSKi.  Certainly.  First  of  all,  I  guess  I  am  optimistic  that 
we  are  going  to  have  more  certainty  in  our  programs  now  that  the 
President's  forest  plan  is  out  on  the  table.  We'll  have  a  chance  to 
study  it  and  see  what  implementation  is  all  about,  especially  as 
how  it  affects  the  reforestation  and  the  growth  enhancement  oppor- 
tunities. 

We've  been  dealing,  as  you  know  very  well,  the  last  3  years  with 
a  lot  of  uncertainty  in  the  forest  programs,  so  I  think  that's  one 
positive  step,  is  having  the  President's  plan  out  on  the  table  for  all 
of  us  to  work  from.  It  will  be  helpful. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Let  me  ask  it  maybe  this  way,  maybe  this  will 
be  helpful. 

Ms.  ZiELiNSKi.  Yes. 

Chairman  Wyden.  How  would  the  changes  in  your  budget  proc- 
ess and  development  of  your  stand  management  program  bring 
them  the  additional  certainty? 

Ms.  ZIELINSKI.  OK,  one  of  the  ideas  that  we  are  pursuing  that 
I  haven't  mentioned  would  be  looking  into  setting  up  possibly  a  re- 
volving type  account  for  let's  say  the  commercial  thinning  portion 
of  our  program  where  the  monies  would  go  into  an  account  that 
would  be  available  for  growth  enhancement  projects.  I  think,  again 
in  the  long  run,  it's  certainly  a  very,  very  cost  effective  mechanism. 
That  would  give  definitely  some  certainty  to  the  contractors  and  to 
us  as  far  as  planning  our  work  loads.  Again,  it  would  be  similar 
to  the  KB,  but  another  fund  of  that. 

Chairman  Wyden.  A  revolving  fund  that  could  center  really  on 
the  area  that  we  all  agree  needs  a  lot  of  work,  and  that's  the 
precommercial  thinning. 

Ms.  ZlELENfSKl.  Right.  Well,  this  one  I  would  say  we  would  have 
it  available  for  all  growth  enhancement  practices,  including  the  fer- 
tilization and  stand  conversion  so  that  we  could  keep  up  with  the 
work  load  that's  coming  on  line.  So,  again,  that's  an  idea  we've  just 
sort  of  been  kind  of  brainstorming  that  one  here,  but  I  think  it  has 
a  lot  of  merits,  and  that  is  one  tnat  we  would  like  to  pursue  fur- 
ther. Again,  we  need  to  make  sure  that  we're  not  adversely  affect- 
ing the  O&C  receipts.  I  think  that's  got  a  lot  of  potential  and  I 
think  that  one  is  one  that  would  definitely  give  you  —  us  and  the 
contractors,  the  opportunity  to  look  ahead  and  project  how  many 
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acres  would  be  in  each  of  those  categories  and  work  load  for  them 
to  plan  their  resources  around. 

Chairman  Wyden.  How  about  the  BLM  stewardship  program 
and  what  role  that  might  have  in  terms  of  beefing  up  stand  en- 
hancement work  and  providing  more  certainty? 

Ms.  ZlELiNSKi.  I  think  that's  another  real  positive.  That  program 
—  the  forest  service  has  again  been  I  think  piloting  that  project, 
that  stewardship  program  for  a  few  years  and  have  had  some  real 
good  successes.  That  one  again  would  allow  us  to,  for  example,  as 
part  of  the  timber  contract,  you  might  require  certain  other  kinds 
of  restoration  projects  as  part  of  that  timber  contract,  and  the  mon- 
ies would  come  from  the  —  actually,  vour  return  to  the  government 
would  be  reduced  on  the  bid  that  the  purchaser  would  make  for 
that  timber  contract,  but  you  would  be  accomplishing  a  lot  of  work 
that  otherwise  would  have  to  come  out  of  appropriated  dollars 
which  fluctuate  so  much  from  year  to  year. 

Chairman  Wyden.  So  you'd  like  to  expand  that  and  you'd  like  to 
have  this  revolving  fund  arrangement  for  the  thinning  work? 

Ms.  ZlELlNSKl.  Yes,  we'd  like  to  pilot  ourselves,  NBLM,  a  stew- 
ardship contract  and  see  how  that  works.  There  again,  as  in  any 
approach,  there's  pluses  and  minuses  to  that.  Receipts  is  another 
issue  there,  and  it's  not  going  to  solve  all  of  our  problems  in  the 
reforest  development  program,  but  we  think  it  has  some  pluses 
that  we  would  like  to  pursue  and  try  it  on  a  pilot  basis  and  then 
do  a  real  analysis  for  us  specifically  as  to  how  it  works,  in  the  long 
term  and  the  short  term  and  the  returns  to  the  government,  to  the 
counties,  work  we're  able  to  get  accomplished,  how  the  contractors 
feel  about  it,  the  quality  of  the  work  that  we're  able  to  insure  is 
happening  through  that  kind  of  an  approach. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Well,  that  about  wraps  up  the  questions  I 
have  for  you,  but  let  me  tell  you  that  I  think  these  are  encouraging 
steps,  and  I  want  you  to  know  that  this  subcommittee  and  I  are 
going  to  work  closely  with  you.  You  have  a  big  job  because  you 
have  got  to  get  confidence  back  with  the  public  and  the  way  BLM 
does  business.  I  mean,  after  these  most  recent  reports,  a  lot  of  peo- 
ple have  just  come  to  me  and  said  look,  Ron,  at  a  time  when  folks 
are  being  laid  off  and  they're  losing  family  wage  jobs,  we  cannot 
afford  to  be  losing  more  board  feet  than  is  in  the  President's  pro- 
gram for  a  full  year.  So,  we  have  really  got  to  work  together  to  turn 
this  around. 

You  are  brand  new  at  the  agency.  We  always  try  to  treat  our  wit- 
nesses fairly,  but  we  especially  try  to  be  gracious  to  witnesses  who 
have  only  been  there  for  a  few  weeks.  I  want  you  to  go  knowing 
that  I  beHeve  that  the  Congress  expects  really  major  changes  at 
your  agency  and  expects  them  quickly.  I  think  clearly  those  major 
changes  will  be  absolutely  a  prerequisite  to  getting  additional 
funds.  Congress  is  not  going  to  heave  more  money  at  the  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  if  they  think  money  that's  supposed  to  go  for 
reforestation  is  going  for  public  relations  and  gymnasiums  and  that 
kind  of  thing.  I  think  there  are  going  to  be  Members  like  myself 
who  want  to  make  the  case  that  some  additional  funds  are  needed, 
but  the  key  to  do  it  is  to  show  that  your  agency  is  really  lean  and 
using  dollars  well,  that  there's  been  a  real  shake-up  in  terms  of  the 
budget  process,  that  there's  real  truth  in  budgeting,  and  I  wish  to 
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work  with  you  to  achieve  that,  and  feel  that  you've  taken  some 
good  steps  already,  and  now  we're  going  to  work  hard  in  the  days 
and  weeks  ahead  to  build  on  this  program. 

Ms.  ZiELlNSKl.  Thank  you. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Do  you  want  to  add  anything  further? 

Ms.  ZiELENSKi.  No,  I  would  just  second  what  you've  said.  I  believe 
that  it  is,  as  a  Federal  agency,  that  taxpayers  are  not  just  our  cus- 
tomers, they're  our  owners,  and  that  they  have  a  right  to  know  ex- 
actly how  we're  spending  their  dollars.  I  also  look  forward  to  work- 
ing with  you,  and  hopefully  —  again,  I  appreciate  your  support  in 
our  financial  needs  and  working  through  the  Congress  in  helping 
us  meet  those  needs.  I  also  am  fully  aware  that  we  need  to  show 
you  and  the  other  Members  of  Congress  that  we  are  operating  a 
very  efficient,  quality  organization  and  that  the  dollars  are  going 
for  what  they  are  appropriated  for.  So,  I'm  definitely  committed  to 
that  and  as  I  said,  I'm  really  committed  to  making  those  dollars  go 
to  on  the  ground  work. 

Chairman  Wyden.  We  will  look  forward  to  working  closely  with 
you.  I'll  excuse  you  and  your  associates  at  this  time. 

Ms.  ZlELlNSKl.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Thank  you.  Let  us  now  call  our  next  panel  of 
witnesses,  Mr.  Rust,  Mr.  Desmond,  and  Mr.  Bratt,  if  all  three  of 
you  will  come  forward.  Grentlemen,  it  is  the  practice  of  our  sub- 
committee to  swear  all  witnesses.  Do  any  of  you  have  any  objection 
to  being  sworn? 

Please  raise  your  right  hand.  The  testimony  you're  about  to  give 
is  the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  so  help  you 
God? 

Mr.  Desmond.  I  do. 

Mr.  Bratt.  I  do. 

Mr.  Rust.  I  do. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Gentlemen,  we  thank  you  for  your  efforts  and 
though  you've  worked  with  us  on  many  occasions  in  the  past,  we'll 
make  your  prepared  remarks  a  part  of  our  hearing  record  in  their 
entirely.  Why  don't,  if  you  wouldn't  mind,  take  5  minutes  or  so, 
each  of  you,  to  summarize  your  major  views.  Why  don't  we  begin 
with  you,  Mr.  Rust?  Welcome. 

TESTIMONY  OF  THE  HONORABLE  JERRY  RUST,  CHAHIMAN, 
LANE  COUNTY  BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS 

Mr.  Rust.  Thank  you,  and  good  morning,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  want 
to  thank  you,  too,  for  your  persistence  in  following  this  issue  so 
diligently,  and  I  can  remember  over  at  the  World  Forestry  Center, 
I  think  it  was  June  22,  1992  when  you  did  another  field  hearing 
and  pursued  some  of  these  same  questions  which  I  think  are  just 
extremely  important  of  the  economic  well-being  of  Oregon. 

I've  read  the  Inspector  Greneral's  report,  and  I  was  extremely  dis- 
appointed that  the  BLM  may  have  allowed  the  diversion  of  funds 
from  forestry  projects  to  pay  for  "overhead  costs  of  non-forestry  pro- 
grams." If  this  abuse  of  discretion  is  true,  it  robs  our  region  in  two 
ways,  of  immediate,  much  needed  jobs  in  reforestation  and  timber 
stand  improvement,  and  it  robs  our  region  of  future  timber  sup- 
plies, jobs  and  revenues  in  the  future. 
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I  think  what  I'd  Hke  to  spend  my  5  minutes  doing  is  just  summa- 
rizing several  concerns  that  I  have  a  answering  two  questions. 
With  less  dollars  than  needed  to  do  adequate  tree  planting  and 
other  stand  improvement  activities,  what  are  the  most  cost  effec- 
tive investments  that  can  be  made  with  these  dollars,  and  what 
other  activities  can  the  BLM  undertake  that  will  mutually  benefit 
both  the  BLM  and  local  communities?  First  let  me  say,  in  another 
reincarnation,  I  was  a  tree  planter,  you  referred  to  that  earlier,  and 
I  think  over  the  years,  I've  had  the  privilege  of  planting  approxi- 
mately half  a  million  trees  personally  and  tens  of  millions  with  my 
company.  I  say  that  not  because  it's  any  big  deal.  It  was  my  job, 
but  you  do  get  to  reflect  a  lot  on  what  it  takes  to  plant  a  good  tree 
and  what  it  takes  to  prepare  a  site  and  to  understand  a  Tot  about 
these  issues. 

What  I'd  like  to  suggest  here  today  is  we'd  like  to  reinvent  tree 
planting  as  we  know  it.  This  might  be  something  that  I  could  work 
together  with  the  new  director.  I  really  appreciated  those  earlier 
remarks,  but  we  do  need  to  look  at  this  in  the  light  of  the  new  eco- 
system management.  I  was  sitting  back  there  looking  at  the  city 
council  chamber,  and  if  we  were  to  plant  this  room  on  the  standard 
by  the  computer  eight  by  eight  grid  system,  we  might  be  able  to 
get  50  or  60  trees  in  here.  If  conditions  are  right  and  it's  really 
good  soil  and  a  good  wet  summer,  maybe  we  could  get  a  big  return 
on  that.  On  the  other  hand,  maybe  it  will  be  a  dry  summer  and 
maybe  this  is  some  of  those  sites  in  southern  Oregon  that  the  di- 
rector was  speaking  about,  and  maybe  only  a  couple  of  those  trees 
would  survive.  I've  personally  been  on  trees  that  have  been  re- 
planted five  times,  and  it  wasn't  in  southern  Oregon  either.  So, 
failure  is  not  hard  to  accomplish  in  tree  planting. 

What  I'd  like  to  suggest  is  that  we  pay  a  lot  more  attention  to 
planting  fewer  trees  but  a  lot  higher  quality.  I  would  suggest  we 
could  plant  six  or  eight  trees  in  here  and  have  a  great  stand,  ex- 
actly what  we're  looking  for.  If  we  took  the  time  to  find  the  sweet 
spot,  the  deep  soil,  plant  it  carefully,  maybe  shade  block  it  or 
maybe  go  out  of  your  way  to  plant  it  in  a  place  where  an  animal 
would  not  go  by  and  browse  on  it  year  after  year.  Those  are  some 
of  the  things  that  should  be  done. 

In  addition,  I  think  we  should  be  building  more  biodiversity  into 
these  programs.  By  that  I  mean  different  species,  some  shade  toler- 
ant species,  some  drv  site  species.  We  should  give  more  credit  for 
things  like  hardwoods,  alder,  maple,  ash,  oak.  They  should  not  be 
systematically  eradicated,  and  I  know  there  is  a  diversity  in  BLM 
from  district  to  district,  but  I  think  there  is  a  reinvention  of  tree 
planting  that  needs  to  occur. 

Let  me  also  mention  the  precommercial  thinning,  that  figure  dis- 
turbs me  quite  a  bit.  With  60,000  acres,  what  that  says  is  you've 
made  the  investment  in  tree  planting.  You've  got  the  trees  in  the 
ground  now,  and  now  you  can't  afford  to  manipulate  the  stand  to 
actually  get  the  heart  of  the  growth  cycle  out  of  those  trees.  There 
are  several  ways  to  attack  it,  but  first  I  think  we  have  to  find 
money  to  bring  that  backlog  down.  That  is  the  point  where  trees 
are  growing  exponentially  if  you  can  get  in  and  open  the  stand  a 
little  bit. 
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In  addition,  I  would  be  real  surprised  if  some  of  those 
precommercial  stands  could  not  be  reinventoried  and  found  to  actu- 
ally have  some  commercial  value,  and  that's  important  because  if 
that's  true,  that  would  mean  that  some  of  those  units  could  pay 
their  own  way  because  you'd  have  merchantable  material  coming 
off  the  unit.  I've  seen  some  areas  that  are  buying  limbs  today.  Vir- 
tually anything  that  you  can  get  on  a  truck  has  value,  so  maybe 
some  of  these  15-year  old  stands  have  materials  that  would  actu- 
ally be  merchantable.  I  may  be  way  out  on  a  limb  here,  or  on  a 
pole,  but  I  would  really  like  to  see  you  take  a  deep  look  at  that 
issue  because  I  think  some  of  the  backlog  could  fall  into  a  category 
where  it  could  be  economical  to  treat  right  now. 

Let  me  just  mention  one  other  thing  and  then  I'll  end  and  see 
if  there  are  questions  later.  I  wanted  to  say  that  I've  had  the  great 
experience  of  working  with  the  recreation  division  in  the  Eugene 
BLM,  and  I've  included  in  this  testimony  that  I  prepared  a  copy  of 
the  Backpacker  article,  "Twelve  Great  Trails  in  the  Wild  West," 
and  this  is  May.  They're  bragging  on  a  trail  that  hasn't  even  really 
officially  been  opened  yet  in  the  eastern  part  of  Lane  County,  but 
it's  got  a  lot  of  people  excited  about  it  because  it's  an  old  railroad 
line  that  the  BLM  has  acquired  partially  because  of  defaults  on 
some  old  contracts.  It  brags  about  this  line  and  the  fact  that  it  will 
be  an  opening  from  Cottage  Gro^e  and  really  reach  right  into  the 
Cascades  and  up  some  great  areas,  lake  areas  of  Lane  County,  or 
actually  reservoir.  We  have  timber  dependent  communities  that 
really  don't  have  a  lot  of  opportunity  to  diversify  their  economy.  I 
think  this  is  a  good  fit,  and  I  will  predict  that  this  story  tells  us 
a  story  about  the  diversification  of  part  of  our  economy.  It's  not  the 
answer  totally,  but  it  is  a  piece  of  it,  and  it  helps  as  we  look  to  di- 
versifying the  economy. 

Those  comments  are  in  no  way  intended  to  detract  from  the  main 
course  here  today  which  is  timber,  revenue,  jobs,  stand  enhance- 
ment, improving  the  growth.  Again,  I  would  say,  as  Lane  County 
is  50  percent  in  Federal  ownership  and  as  we  get  much  of  our 
budgeted  revenue  from  these  lands,  and  we  are  in  a  partnership 
with  the  Federal  Government  and  the  BLM,  I  would  say  that  that's 
of  critical  importance  that  we  stay  on  this  issue  and  insure  that  not 
only  is  the  cost  accounting  tight,  and  I  understand  from  the  state- 
ments that  were  made  that  that  will  be  the  case  in  the  future,  but 
that  we  also  find  the  necessary  money  and  will  to  make  these  in- 
vestments that  pay  off  down  the  line  in  tens  of  millions  of  jobs  and 
dollars  in  revenues,  and  many  jobs  for  the  people  of  Oregon.  With 
that,  I  thank  the  Congressman  for  this  opportunity. 

[Mr.  Rust's  statement  may  be  found  in  the  appendix.] 

Chairman  Wyden.  Well  said,  and  we'll  have  some  questions  in 
a  moment.  The  rate  of  return  on  these  investments  can  be  stagger- 
ing. There's  just  no  question  about  it,  like  10  to  15  to  1  in  terms 
of  dollars,  but  I  think,  as  you  heard  us  talk  about,  we're  going  to 
have  to  see  some  real  changes  in  this  agency  in  order  to  make  the 
case  for  the  Congress  and  the  public  in  tough  times  like  you're  fac- 
ing with  your  Lane  County  budget  that  additional  money  is  nec- 
essary. We'll  have  some  questions  in  a  moment.  Mr.  Desmond,  wel- 
come. It's  good  to  have  a  chance  to  work  with  you,  as  always. 
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TESTIMONY  OF  MARTIN  DESMOND,  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR, 
NORTHWEST  REFORESTATION  CONTRACTORS  ASSOCIATION 

Mr.  Desmond.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  My  name  is  Martin 
"Jack"  Desmond.  I'm  representative  for  the  Northwest  Reforest- 
ation Contractors  Association.  The  association  consists  of  60  mem- 
ber companies  in  five  different  States  of  the  Pacific  Northwest.  I'd 
like  to  thank  you,  Congressman  Wyden,  for  holding  this  hearing 
today,  as  well  as  your  continued  interest  on  intensive  management 
opportunities  on  Doth  BLM  and  Forest  Service  lands  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest.  Commissioner  Rust  mentioned  that  hearing  you  held 
about  a  year-and-a-half  ago.  I  thought  that  was  very  important  to 
help  focus  people  on  a  lot  of  opportunities  that  need  to  be  done, 
both  on  our  public  and  well  as  our  private  forest  lands.  Our  asso- 
ciation has  had  the  opportunity  to  review  the  IG  report,  and  we'd 
like  to  offer  these  comments.  First,  on  page  1  of  the  audit  report, 
it  lists  the  reforestation  budget  and  the  timber  management  budget 
for  the  BLM  for  the  past  4  fiscal  years  as  well  as  the  total  number 
of  FTE  positions  for  the  BLM.  Just  real  briefly,  in  terms  of  their 
total  reforestation  and  timber  management  budget  in  fiscal  year 
1990,  it  was  $82  milHon,  and  the  BLM  had  983  FTE  positions.  In 
fiscal  year  1993,  it  had  a  total  reforestation  and  timber  manage- 
ment budget  of  $58  million,  and  it  still  had  983  positions. 

Now,  if  a  small  business  had  lost,  say,  40  percent  of  their  gross 
income  in  a  4  year  time  span,  that  company  would  have  had  to  lay 
off  a  significant  number  of  its  employees,  yet  the  BLM  still  has  the 
same  number  of  employees.  So,  where  has  the  cut  come?  Well,  from 
our  point  of  view,  the  cut  has  come  in  not  doing  the  work  that 
needs  to  get  done  out  in  the  woods.  The  BLM  has  acknowledged 
in  other  documents  that  it  submits  to  the  U.S.  Congress  that  about 
90  percent  of  the  actual  manual  reforestation  intensive  manage- 
ment work  is  done  through  the  contracting  process,  yet  this  unfor- 
tunately seems  to  be  the  first  part  of  the  budget  that  in  the  past 
has  been  cut. 

I'd  like  to  talk  a  little  bit  about  the  forest  development  backlog. 
The  BLM  acknowledges,  as  you  pointed  out,  about  43,000  acres  of 
plantation  maintenance  work,  60,000  acres  of  precommercial 
thinning  work,  and  162,000  acres  of  fertilization  work.  A  couple  of 
years  ago,  I  looked  at  the  number  of  acres  that  the  BLM  had  been 
thinning  for  about  the  last  10  or  15  years,  compared  that  with  the 
number  of  acres  that  they  were  planting.  Roughly,  they  were  plant- 
ing about  30,000  acres  a  year  —  they  obviously  go  up  and  down 
from  year  to  year.  Based  on  those  calculations,  I  figure  that  the 
BLM  probably  had  a  backlog  of  precommercial  thinning  needs  of 
120,000  to  150,000  acres,  and  obviously  that's  just  sort  of  figuring 
on  the  back  of  an  envelope,  but  we  suspect  that  there's  more  than 
60,000  acres  out  there.  So,  there  in  fact,  is  an  enormous  amount 
of  thinning  work  that  needs  to  be  done. 

A  year  ago,  our  association  testified  at  a  house  interior  sub- 
committee in  Washington,  DC  about  the  backlog  on  BLM  lands.  I 
want  to  thank  Congressman  Wyden  for  also  testifying  at  that  hear- 
ing. Both  the  BLM  and  the  office  of  Inspector  Greneral  agreed  that 
there  was  a  backlog,  even  though  they  disagreed  about  the  serious- 
ness of  that  backlog.  I  would  like  to  note  that  since  that  hearing, 
that  the  Congress  apparently  only  appropriated  $26  million  for  the 
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fiscal  year  '94  budget,  which  was  $3  milHon  less  than  the  previous 
year,  and  apparently  this  year  the  Clinton  administration  is  pro- 
posing $23  million.  This  is  somewhat  of  a  trite  statement,  but  the 
Clinton  administration  needs  to  put  its  money  where  its  mouth  is, 
that  we've  got  a  lot  of  work  that  needs  to  get  done,  and  our  associa- 
tion, or  I  estimate  that  the  BLM  needs  a  minimum  of  $35  million 
a  year  annually  to  do  this  work.  We  could  also  throw  in  the  caveat 
that  the  BLM  be  limited  to  spending  no  more  than  $10  million  on 
administrative  and  other  charges  and  that  most  of  this  money  be 
actually  done  out  in  the  woods. 

I  just  would  like  to  talk  a  little  bit  about  what  we  feel  is  some 
inappropriate  and  wasteful  spending  on  the  part  of  the  BLM.  The 
IG  report  sites  a  number  of  examples.  I'd  just  like  to  mention  a 
couple  of  personal  stories.  One  of  our  members  was  visiting  a  — 
well,  actually,  he  had  gone  to  the  Salem  BLM  district  to  pick  up 
some  tubes,  and  he  was  directed  to  the  back  to  one  of  the  ware- 
houses back  there  to  pick  up  the  tubes.  Well,  he  sort  of  got  lost, 
and  he  ended  up  walking  apparently  one  of  this  wellness  centers. 
He  mentioned  how  so  to  speak  lavish  it  was.  Of  course,  I  have  no 
idea  if  the  money  for  that  particular  gymnasium  was  built  with  re- 
forestation dollars  or  not,  but  it  just  sort  of  points  up  that  contrac- 
tors in  our  association,  they  run  very  —  and  I  do  like  your  words. 
You  continually  mentioned  lean  and  mean,  and  that's  the  way  our 
contractors  have  to  run.  They've  got  one  or  two  people  working  in 
the  office,  and  95  percent  of  their  people  are  out  there  working  in 
the  woods.  I  think  that's  really  how  the  BLM  should  operate,  is 
most  of  their  people  working  out  in  the  woods. 

There's  been  a  lot  of  discussion  about  the  loss  of  timber  growth 
and  income,  and  I  won't  say  too  much  more  about  that  except  to 
note  that  investing  in  these  public  forest  lands  does  have  a  very 
good  return,  and  that  what  we're  doing  is  we're  essentially  depriv- 
ing our  children  and  grandchildren  of  timber  revenue  in  the  future. 

Just  one  little  editorial  comment,  about  the  only  place  where  we 
disagree  with  the  IG's  report  is  when  they  said  that  the  BLM  tim- 
ber sale  program  was  stopped  by  the  courts  due  to  the  failure  of 
the  bureau  and  other  agencies  to  produce  plans  to  satisfy  the  re- 
quirements of  several  laws,  including  the  National  Forest  Manage- 
ment Act,  the  Endangered  Species  Act,  and  the  National  Environ- 
mental Policy  Act.  I  guess  from  our  point  of  view,  we  feel  that  a 
number  of  Federal  judges,  including  Mr.  Dwyer,  have  acted  quite 
unreasonably  in  shutting  down  the  Federal  timber  sale  program.  I 
have  a  chart  enclosed  of  what  has  happened  to  the  BLM  timber 
sale  program  for  about  the  last  7  or  8  years,  and  it's  gone  from 
about  1.1  billion  board  feet  down  to  25  or  30  million  board  feet, 
which  has  a  very  serious  impact  on  our  members. 

So,  in  conclusion,  you  mentioned  about  asking  the  State  director 
about  working  with  the  contractors,  we  would  certainly  love  to  get 
together  and  have  a  working  lunch  with  the  State  director  and 
other  of  her  key  people  to  talk  about  how  we  can  work  together  to 
get  this  work  that  needs  to  get  done  because  there's  an  enormous 
amount  of  work  that  does  need  to  get  done  which  is  going  to  pro- 
vide for  a  better  society  in  the  future.  Thank  you.  Congressman 
Wyden. 

[Mr.  Desmond's  statement  may  be  found  in  the  appendix.l 
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Chairman  Wyden.  Well,  excellent  testimony,  Mr.  Desmond.  I'm 
going  to  have  some  questions  there  in  a  few  moments.  Ms. 
Zielinski,  to  her  credit,  is  still  here,  so  maybe  you  can  invite  her 
to  lunch  after  the  hearing  and  make  your  plans  on  that  working 
lunch.  I'll  have  some  questions  in  a  moment.  Mr.  Bratt,  welcome 
and  please  proceed. 

TESTIMONY  OF  JOSH  BRATT,  MEMBER,  OREGON 
ENVIRONMENTAL  COUNCIL 

Mr.  Bratt.  Thank  you.  My  name  is  Josh  Bratt,  and  I'd  like  to 
clarify  that  I  am  here  representing  myself  as  an  individual  as  op- 
posed to  any  organization.  I  did  serve  for  10  years  on  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Oregon  Environmental  Council.  That  organization 
is  not  intimately  involved  in  Federal  timber  practices  per  se.  We 
have  a  little  bit  of  background  there. 

I  was  asked  to  speak  primarily  on  the  issues  relative  to  the  eco- 
nomic and  environmental  benefits  that  can  be  accrued  on  reforest- 
ation and  stand  enhancement  activities.  I  guess  I'm  going  to  kind 
of  just  gloss  over  that  because  I  think  the  benefits  are  pretty  obvi- 
ous. I  mean,  if  you  do  nothing  but  look  at  the  litigation  that's  tak- 
ing place  with  surrounding  salmon  and  spotted  owls  and  every- 
thing else  that's  taking  place  in  the  forest  industry  these  days,  it's 
pretty  apparent  what  happens  when  we  neglect  those  kinds  of 
things. 

I  would  like  to  focus  on  some  concerns  that  mostly  have  been 
brought  to  my  attention  by  individuals  and  organizations  in  the 
State  over  the  last  10  years  really.  It  was  almost  10  years  ago  that 
my  wife  was  involved  in  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act  bill  with 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  surrounding  their  unwillingness 
to  disclose  certain  reforestation  success  rates  or  failure  rates  if  you 
will  in  southern  Oregon.  I'll  just  sort  of  rattle  through  those  con- 
cerns and  hit  them  as  briefly  as  I  can. 

The  first  concern  is  that  in  the  past,  the  BLM  officials  have  been 
appointed  on  the  basis  —  the  key  official  has  been  appointed  on  the 
basis  of  politics,  and  that's  versus  appointments  on  the  basis  of 
demonstrated  objective  commitment  to  good  science  and  ability  to 
demonstrate  a  sustainable  resource  management  expertise  that 
they  have.  The  result  of  this  is  that  the  BLM  for  many  years  has 
adopted  politically  expedient  forest  management  practices  which 
are  rationalized  by  what  are  in  my  opinion  short  term  and  specula- 
tive economic  analyses.  The  scientific  and  technical  support  has 
been  sought  only  after  the  basic  policy  decisions  have  been  made. 

I  guess  in  my  view  that  unless  some  comprehensive  —  there 
needs  to  be  some  comprehensive  ecosystem  management  imple- 
mented which  is  going  to  address  the  sustainability  of  multiple  use 
forests  to  obtain  stable  local  economies  and  to  regain  the  trust  of 
the  public,  as  you  pointed  out,  and  I  have  some  specific  rec- 
ommendations. I'm  not  going  to  go  through  those.  Those  are  in  my 
written  testimony. 

The  second  concern  is  that  the  intensity  of  the  BLM's  manage- 
ment in  the  past  has  been  too  great,  and  that's  the  intensity  of  the 
harvest  I  guess  as  opposed  to  the  intensity  of  the  reforestation. 
Really,  it  remains  so  in  the  proposed  resource  management  plan 
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that  is  still  in  draft  form.  The  final  version  hasn't  come  out  that 
would  have  been  adapted  to  option  9  or  whatever  it's  called. 

Over  the  last  decade,  the  BLM  was  only  able  to  accomplish  about 
46  percent  of  its  intensive  management  practices  called  for  in  their 
existing  plan,  and  yet  they  will  be  attempting  to  accomplish  ap- 
proximately 350  percent  more  in  the  next  decade.  I  guess  given  the 
BLiM's  poor  past  record  of  accomplishments,  the  proposed  level  ap- 
pears a  little  bit  unrealistic,  particularly  in  an  environment  of  less 
money  and  fewer  people.  I  have  some  recommendations  about  some 
things  there  too,  but  I'll  leave  that  to  the  written  testimony. 

My  third  concern  is  that  the  timber  production  still  appears  to 
be  BLM's  highest  priority,  and  this  emphasis  on  timber  leads  to  the 
neglect  of  other  forest  development  programs  and  activities.  Spe- 
cifically, you've  discussed  the  O&C  Act,  which  was  written  in  1927, 
and  this  act  was  meant  to  provide  resource  protection  while  pro- 
ducing timber  and  community  stability.  The  BLM  has  used  the  pro- 
visions of  the  O&C  Act,  claiming  that  timber  extraction  overrides 
all  other  resource  protection  considerations. 

If  you  would  note  the  following  example,  they  have  decided  to 
defer  what's  "deferred  lands"  in  the  old  growth  management  areas. 
What  this  means  is  that  although  these  lands  are  not  available  for 
timber  harvest,  the  volume  they  contain  can  be  utilized  by  increas- 
ing the  overall  allowable  sale  quantity,  acronym  ASQ.  Further- 
more, the  proposed  land  use  allocations  for  the  next  decade  are 
structured  to  meet  timber  ASQ's  even  though  the  underlying  as- 
sumptions include  unharvestable  lands.  So,  some  of  their  basic  ac- 
counting principles  still,  and  I  don't  know  if  that's  changing  or  not, 
but  that's  still,  as  far  as  I  know,  it's  still  the  case.  I  have  some  rec- 
ommendations in  that  area  as  well  that  are  written  down  here. 

My  fourth  concern  is  that  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  has 
failed  to  accomplish  many  of  the  forest  enhancement  activities  re- 
quired by  law  or  called  for  in  their  existing  management  plans. 
This  has  had  and  will  have  a  materially  negative  impact  on  local 
economies  and  environmental  conditions.  Despite  receiving  funds 
and  making  promises  to  the  public,  the  Bureau  of  Land  Manage- 
ment has  a  backlog  of  reforestation,  thinning,  fertilization,  burning, 
vegetation  management  restoration,  and  other  projects.  This  short- 
fall in  accomplishments  will  have  an  impact  on  future  allowable 
sale  quantities.  In  other  words,  less  board  feet  of  timber  are  going 
to  be  grown,  as  you  pointed  that  out,  and  the  sustainability  of  the 
forest  itself. 

It  should  also  be  remembered  that  many  of  the  benefits  such  as 
increased  volumes,  better  tree  survival,  et  cetera  claimed  are  spec- 
ulative, and  that's  demonstrated  in  the  success  rate  that  they've 
had.  They  just  have  not  had  the  success  rates  that  they  had  pro- 
fessed that  they  would  have  or  hope  to  have. 

I  guess  while  it  appears  that  my  testimony  strays  a  little  bit 
from  reforestation  and  stand  enhancement  issues,  I'm  not  usuallv 
a  guy  who  complains  much,  but  I  guess  I  view  this  —  I  like  to  look 
to  the  root  of  problems  as  opposed  to  what  we  can  do  on  the  surface 
to  repair  something  like  this.  I  guess  I  view  this  circumstance  as 
more  of  an  institutional  problem  as  opposed  to  something  that  can 
be  solved  by  changing  the  accounting  methods  of  the  agency  itself. 
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I  guess  in  order  to  solve  —  I'll  just  read  from  my  testimony  — 
in  order  to  solve  these  inadequacies,  some  portion  of  the  BLM  insti- 
tution must  be  altered.  There  are  some  obvious  short  term  steps 
that  can  be  taken,  perhaps  some  of  the  ones  that  I've  suggested. 
Most  of  these  are  going  to  be  expensive,  and  you've  alluded  to  the 
fact  that  you'd  like  to  hear  some  input  from  them  about  what  can 
be  implemented,  and  those  are  obviously  immediate  needs  that 
can't  be  looked  past. 

I  guess  the  long  term  solution  lies  in  the  institution  itself,  and 
it's  going  to  require  a  real  cultural  shift  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
people  in  the  organization  in  terms  of  the  timeframe  and  the  con- 
text in  which  the  natural  resources  that  they  are  managing  are 
viewed.  I  guess  my  personal  view  is  that  they  are  —  being  subject 
to  the  political  pressures  that  they  have  been  in  the  past,  and  the 
economics  of  the  price  of  wood  and  other  things  are  really  what  has 
caused  us  to  manage  the  forest  in  the  fashion  that  we  have.  I  think 
until  we  really  evaluate  or  re-evaluate  the  values  that  we  place  on 
the  alternate  resources  that  are  a  part  of  the  forest  and  look  at 
that  in  the  long  term,  I  don't  think  that  any  change  in  accounting 
method  or  other  things  are  really  going  to  create  a  sustainable  so- 
lution. 

[Mr.  Bratt's  statement  may  be  found  in  the  appendix.] 

Chairman  Wyden.  Thank  you.  You  make  some  interesting 
points.  We,  too,  are  interested  in  changes  in  the  institution  and  the 
culture  at  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management.  I  can  tell  you  that  I'm 
concerned  that  if  we  don't  show  taxpayers,  for  example,  the  money 
that's  earmarked  for  reforestation  doesn't  get  to  reforestation  rath- 
er than  to  gyms  and  public  relations,  we  aren't  going  to  buy  our- 
selves any  time  for  the  institution  to  change  itself. 

Mr.  Bratt.  I  couldn't  agree  more. 

Chairman  Wyden.  You  make  some  good  points,  and  we'll  have 
some  questions  in  a  moment.  Mr.  Rust,  start  with  me,  if  you  would 
—  you're  from  a  county  the  feds,  as  you  characterize  it,  own  50  per- 
cent of  Lane  County.  So,  what  we're  talking  about  in  terms  of  these 
programs  is  an  enormous  cash  source  for  the  county.  Reforestation 
and  stand  enhancement  programs,  I  guess  for  your  county,  is  kind 
of  like  putting  money  in  a  CD  or  some  kind  of  interest  bearing  in- 
strument. How  much  does  Lane  County  receive  in  a  year  from 
these  kinds  of  programs? 

Mr.  Rust.  Lane  County  has  three  national  forests,  the  Umpqua, 
the  Siuslaw,  and  a  good  portion  of  the  Willamette.  We've  also  got 
350,000  acres  in  BLM  lands  that  are  managed  by  the  BLM.  We're 
a  county  that  is  very  dependent  on  timber  revenues  as  well  as  the 
jobs.  There  are  several  thousand  jobs,  maybe  8,000  jobs  in  Lane 
County  that  are  timber  dependent.  Forty  percent  of  our  general 
fund  comes  from  the  O&C  monies,  and  I  can  tell  you  this  year  to 
the  penny  we  know  what  we're  getting  because  of  your  good  work 
and  with  other  members  of  our  delegation,  we  had  to  guarantee, 
both  at  the  O&C  level  and  with  respect  to  the  forest  service.  The 
O&C  this  year  is  $12  million,  and  that  would  keep  our  jail  open. 
We're  a  county  with  300,000  people,  a  rapidly  urbanizing  county. 
I  would  keep  a  youth  services  department  funded,  and  it  would 
also  fund  the  prosecution  of  all  of  the  crimes  in  Lane  County  by 
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the  district  attorney's  office.  So,  that's  an  extremely  significant  part 
of  our  budget. 

Now,  we  have  also  a  county  the  size  of  Connecticut.  The  county 
alone  maintains  500  bridges  and  1,500  miles  of  road,  just  county 
roads,  and  I'll  tell  you,  I've  got  a  chait  here  on  guaranteed  pay- 
ments for  roads  and  schools  to  counties  affected  by  spotted  owl  pro- 
tection, and  our  share  was  $24  million  for  this  year.  That's  in  the 
forest  service  account. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Now,  the  Inspector  General  said  that  backlogs 
in  reforestation  and  stand  enhancement  could  cost  the  country 
something  like  $1.7  billion  board  feet  in  future  harvest.  Any  idea 
how  that  might  affect  your  county? 

Mr.  Rust.  Well,  of  course,  that  depends  on  how  the  timber  prices 
are  when  we  harvest  the  logs,  and  it  also  depends  on  the  harvest 
schedule.  Did  I  hear  the  figure  $200  million  as  an  estimate  at  to- 
day's prices?  I  think  —  do  we  share  half  of  the  gross?  So,  Lane 
County  gets  15  percent  of  the  O&C,  so  we  share  the  $200  milHon 
with  the  Federal  Government,  the  gross,  and  that  would  be  $15 
million  that  we  would  be  losing  if  this  backlog  is  not  caught  up.  I 
would  suggest  that  the  figure  could  possibly  be  significantly  higher 
than  that  because  timber  prices  appear  to  be  continuing  to  rise, 
and  I  think  there  are  more  intensive  things  that  we  could  do  if  tim- 
ber is  the  issue.  I  have  been  hstening  to  my  fellow  person  here, 
Josh  Bratt,  and  I  want  it  both  ways.  Josh.  I  want  to  have  the  val- 
ues that  you  talk  about,  the  non-timber,  but  I  also  want  to  see  us 
have  this  productive  forest  land  turning  out  jobs  and  fiber,  and 
therefore  revenues  as  well.  I  think  we  can  have  it  both  ways  a  good 
plan. 

Chairman  Wyden.  We  talked  with  Ms.  Zielinski  about  some  of 
the  problems  on  precommercial  thinning  and  the  lack  of  resources 
there.  You're  a  former  tree  planter,  a  former  reforestation  contrac- 
tor. What's  your  judgment  about  how  the  failure  to  invest  is  going 
to  affect  the  ultimate  harvest  in  these  lands? 

Mr.  Rust.  Once  again,  if  you  have  trees  that  have  been  planted 
and  you've  made  all  that  investment  and  then  they're  sitting  there 
very  tight,  they  simply  sit  there  for  years  at  a  time,  and  there's  not 
much  growth  volume  that's  being  added.  It  doesn't  take  a  lot  to 
manipulate  that  stand  through  the  thinning  mechanism.  I'll  go 
back  to  reinventing  tree  planting.  If  we  don't  plant  every  8  feet, 
and  we're  successful,  then  we've  got  about  600  trees  per  acre  and 
we  only  want  200.  Then  we  have  to  go  in  and  thin  400.  So,  for  my 
money,  I  think  we  should  do  a  better  job  of  what  we  do,  and  that's 
why  I  again  say  I  think  there's  a  productive  exercise  that  we  could 
have  by  getting  the  contractors  together  with  people  who  have  the 
experience.  This  new  ecosystem  management  I  think  lends  itself 
well  to  the  kind  of  thing  I'm  talking  about. 

But  that  doesn't  answer  your  backlog  question.  Where  we  do 
have  stands  that  have  500  trees  or  400  trees  an  acre  on  them  right 
now,  we  desperately  need  to  get  in  there  and  give  those  stands  a 
boost.  It  would  be  like  having  a  prize  herd  of  dairy  cows  and  decid- 
ing that  you're  not  going  to  milk  them,  you're  just  going  to  have 
them  in  the  pasture  for  the  next  5  or  10  years  and  watch  them. 
We  can't  have  that  kind  of  undermanagement,  underutilization  of 
the  resource.  There  are  people  begging  for  these  kinds  of  jobs  — 
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not  begging,  but  desiring  to  work,  and  I  just  think  it's  inexcusable 
that  we  would  have  Federal  lands  at  this  point  that  we  cannot  find 
adequate  resources  to  invest  in  them.  The  payoff  is  great. 

Chairman  Wyden.  What  is  your  sense  about  this  kind  of  whim- 
sical way  that  the  government  goes  about  funding  the  reforestation 
and  programs  we're  talking  about?  I  talked  with  Ms.  Zielinski 
about  getting  out  of  this  year  to  year  kind  of  process  and  going  to 
a  system  that  was  more  certain  and  sure,  something  along  the 
lines  of  a  reforestation  trust  fund  where  the  agency  could  go  into 
a  multi-year  kind  of  system.  Is  that  something  that  you 

Mr.  Rust.  Yes,  I'm  very  interested  in  that,  and  I  think  this  re- 
lates to  why  counties  get  to  split  the  gross  50/50.  There  was  some- 
thing in  the  ancient  past  where  25  percent  of  the  revenues  that  we 
once  had,  we  pledged  back  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  the 
counties  believe  that  that  money  was  to  be  used  to  reinvest  in  the 
production  of  this  resource  land.  Let's  set  that  history  aside  and 
say  it  doesn't  matter  how  we  capitalize  it.  We  need  to  capitalize  a 
fund  and  then  use  it  as  a  revolving  mechanism  to  bring  some  cer- 
tainty to  these  investments  and  to  tnese  management  policies. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Now,  we're  aware  that  you've  been  interested 
in  converting  non-timber  lands  on  the  margins  of  forest  into 
timberlands  through  forestry  plantations,  and  I  gather  that  some 
of  these  lands  even  once  were  forests.  What's  your  sense  about  the 
opportunities  here,  possibly  even  of  hardwoods? 

Mr.  Rust,  I  think  there  are  lots  of  opportunities.  Every  unit  is 
different,  but  in  general,  I  think  we  have  not  realized  some  of  the 
opportunities  in  the  hardwood  area.  It  is  rather  fast  growing,  so 
you  could  see  quite  a  bit  of  turnaround  there.  The  timber  prices 
aren't  as  high,  but  on  the  other  side  of  the  equation,  I  understand 
that  for  every  board  foot  of  hardwood,  you  can  see  about  four  to 
five  times  as  many  jobs.  The  reason  that  is  so  is  that  because  you 
would  expect  to  make  a  greater  value  added  product  out  of  our 
hardwood  like  maple.  Alder  has  become  a  rage  in  Europe  and 
Japan,  and  these  are  semi-fmished  products.  So,  that's  why  you  get 
more  jobs  per  thousand  board  feet.  So,  I  think  you  can  make  a  real 
case  just  on  the  economic  level  for  not  eliminating  these  brush 
fields  and/or  hardwood  stands  and  converting  them  strictlv  to 
stands  of  douglas  fir.  I  think  you  should  have  a  mix  and  I  think 
you  should  look  carefully  at  what  your  objective  is  and  what  the 
land  could  most  likely  do  for  you.  I  think  in  general,  the  conversion 
and  the  management  of  these  so-called  marginal  lands  has  quite  a 
bit  of  opportunity  that's  unrealized. 

Chairman  Wyden.  What  about  this  project  you're  pursuing  with 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  now,  the  rail  line?  Have  you  all 
been  working  well  together? 

Mr.  Rust.  Yes.  The  reason  I  wanted  to  mention  that  was  because 
there  was  some  discussion  here  about  the  lack  of  responsiveness  to 
non-timber  activities,  and  I  think  this  is  a  good  example  where  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  of  course  has  a  multiple  objective 
mandate.  Here  we  have  a  project  that  has  the  chance  to  become  a 
model,  and  an  exciting  one.  Our  commissioners  held  a  hearing  in 
Cottage  Grove.  We  heard  from  a  broad  range  of  people.  Some,  I'd 
be  quite  honest  in  saying,  feel  a  little  threatened  by  this  because 
it  will  bring  hikers  and  horsebackers  through  a  river  valley  that  at 
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one  time  had  a  train  and  only  timber  going  on,  but  I  would  say  for 
the  record  that  the  majority  of  people  by  far  are  in  favor  of  this 
project.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Cottage  Grove,  200  busi- 
nesses, came  out  in  favor  of  this  project.  I  just  want  to  say,  in 
terms  of  people  like  Joe  Williams  on  the  district  staff  down  there 
in  Eugene,  it's  been  a  pleasure  to  work  with  them.  They're  cooper- 
ating with  our  parks  division.  We  are  signing  a  memorandum  of 
understanding  which  will  allow  us  to  mitigate  whatever  problems 
there  are  along  this  line,  and  I  would  just  urge  the  Bureau  to  make 
this  one  of  their  most  important  projects  in  the  non-timber  area 
and  see  if  we  can  get  this  into  a  grand  opening  status  for  this  time 
next  year. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Good. 

Mr.  Rust.  Thank  you. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Let  me  move  on  to  you,  if  I  could,  Mr. 
Desmond,  because  it  seems  to  me  that  what  you  profile  is  right  at 
the  heart  of  the  matter,  and  that  is  that  you  have  these  big  back- 
logs, and  your  people  lose  jobs,  a  significant  number  of  jobs.  I 
thought  maybe  what  we  could  start  on  is  get  an  assessment  for 
you,  say  there's  4,600  acres  in  site  preparation  work  left  undone. 
What  does  that  mean  in  terms  of  jobs,  and  what  does  it  mean  in 
terms  of  jobs  of  60,000  acres  of  tree  thinning  for  which  the  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  doesn't  have  the  resources.  What  does  that 
mean  in  terms  of  lost  jobs.  Let's  take  just  those  two  to  start  with. 

Mr.  Desmond.  OK.  These  are  just  sort  of  ballpark  figures,  but  to 
perform  60,000  acres  of  precommercial  thinning,  that  would  rough- 
ly take  about  one  person  per  acre  per  day  to  accomplish  that  work. 
Now,  on  these  Federal  contracts,  they  have  a  minimum  Federal 
wage  of  about  $11.50  an  hour.  So,  assuming  the  person  is  out  there 
working  8  hours  to  accomplish  that  1  acre,  they  themselves  would 
be  earning  about  $85,  $90  a  day  —  actually  I  think  even  more  than 
that.  I  have  calculated  out  total.  To  do  that  60,000  acres  would  re- 
quire approximately  60,000  work  days,  or  480,000  work  hours,  and 
then  times  it  by  $11.50  an  hour  which  is  the  Federal  minimum 
wage,  that  would  generate  about  $5.5  milHon  in  wages.  So,  that's 
a  pretty  significant  amount  of  money  that  would  be  going  actually 
to  a  lot  of  people  who  live  in  the  rural  areas  in  western  Oregon. 

Chairman  Wyden.  $5.5  Million  in  wages.  Any  idea  how  many 

people? 

Mr.  Desmond.  Well,  part  of  that  depends  on  how  you  calculate 
out  a  full  time  equivalent  for  seasonal  work.  We  sort  of  fool  around 
with  a  bunch  of  different  figures.  I  generally  figure  oh,  say^  about 
180  work  days  per  year  to  be  one  full  time  equivalent.  I  don't  have 
my  calculator  right  here,  but  if  you  were  to  divide  say  60,000  by 
180,  you'd  get  the  total  number  of  full  time  equivalents.  What  is 
that,  about  3,000  or  3,500  jobs.  Of  course,  that  would  be  spread  out 
over  a  number  of  years  though. 

Let  me  just  sort  of  tell  this  one  brief  little  story  about  what  is 
happening  to  the  members  of  our  association  as  well  other  reforest- 
ation contractors,  and  I'll  leave  the  name  of  this  particular  contrac- 
tor out,  but  I  think  it's  sort  of  real  symptomatic  of  what  is  happen- 
ing to  them  with  the  tremendous  fall-down,  both  on  the  BLM  and 
Forest  Service  timber  sale  harvest  programs.  This  particular  con- 
tractor is  located  in  Douglas  County. 
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I  couple  of  years  ago,  he  was  generating  about  $1  million  to  $1.5 
million  per  year  employing  about  35  to  40  people  on  a  regular 
basis.  This  contractor  is  now  down  to  employing  about  10  people 
on  a  fairly  intermittent  basis.  Frankly,  I'm  surprised  he's  still  in 
business.  I  suspect  probably  within  the  next  year  or  so  he's  going 
to  fold,  and  he's  not  unique.  There  are  a  number  of  other  contrac- 
tors that  are  in  that  same  situation. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Let  me  see  if  I  got  the  math  right.  This  is  a 
good  one  to  wrap  up  with  in  terms  of  wrapping  up  our  hearing.  Ac- 
tually, we've  got  some  questions  for  Mr.  Bratt,  too,  but  Ms. 
Zielinski  talked  about  saving  a  million  dollars  by  changing  this 
skewed  accounting  system  there  where  the  forestry  accounts  take 
such  a  large  portion  of  it.  Possibly  $5  million  in  terms  of  some  of 
the  agency  kind  of  streamlining  that  is  going  on  associated  with 
reinventing  our  government  effort.  I  asked  you  about  what  it  would 
mean  in  terms  of  jobs  to  go  after  the  4,600  acres  in  site  preparation 
that's  undone  and  60,000  acres  of  tree  thinning,  and  you  said  that 
it  would  probably  bring  about  $5.5  miUion  in  payroll  and  between 
3,000  and  3,500  jobs,  and  it  would  be  accomplished  almost  with  the 
money  that  was  saved  as  a  result  of  what  Ms.  Zielinski  is  talking 
about.  Is  that  a  fair  statement? 

Mr.  Desmond.  Well,  no,  not  quite  right.  Actually,  I  need  to  sit 
down  with  a  calculator  and  figure  out  how  many  total  FTE's  there 
is,  but  that  figure  of  roughly  60,000  work  days  to  perform  that 
60,000  acres,  I  think  that's  actually  reasonably  accurate.  Generally 
speaking,  if  the  wages  are  going  to  amount  to  say  $5.5  million  — 
the  contractor  needs  to  pay  workmen's  comp  and  Social  Security 
and  all  these  other  taxes  and  overhead  —  and  so  the  cost  is  rough- 
ly say  twice  what  the  wages  is.  So,  it  would  be  about  $10  milHon 
—  well  actually,  what  I  figured  is  it  would  be  approximately  $30 
million  to  accomplish  that  60,000  acres.  I  noticed  when  the  BLM 
was  testifying,  they  mentioned  a  figure  of  $63  million  or  so,  not 
only  to  take  care  of  the  backlog  but  also  to  deal  v/ith  the  future 
precommercial  thinning  needs,  so  I  think  we're  actually  sort  of 
about  in  the  same  ballpark  because  I  haven't  calculated  out  what 
the  future  thinning  is  per  year.  This  was  just  simply  looking  at  the 
backlog,  but  $60  million  is  probably  a  reasonably  accurate  figure. 

Chairman  Wyden.  But  the  $6  million  would  get  us  started? 

Mr.  Desmond.  Yeah,  it  would  get  you  started.  Well,  the 
precommercial  thinning  costs  roughly  run  anywhere  from  $100  to 
1 150  an  acre,  and  so  what  would  that  be?  I  can't  figure  out  in  my 
head  right  now. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Lets'  do  this.  You  get  that  workmg  lunch  with 
Ms.  Zielinski,  and  you  guys  take  out  your  sharp  pencils,  but  it 
seems  to  be  that  $6  million  allows  you  to  make  a  good  dent  in  some 
of  this  work  that  needs  to  be  done  over  the  short  term  and  also 
shows  the  Congress  and  the  people  of  this  State  that  vou're  using 
existing  dollars  more  efficiently.  I  was  very  interested  —  are  you 
proposing  kind  of  an  administrative  cap  on  their  budget  where  in 
effect,  the  thing  that  you  relate  that's  really  eye  popping  is  that 
matter  at  the  beginning  where  you  said  the  revenue  went  down  but 
the  personnel  stayed  the  same.  I  mean,  that's  the  kind  of  thing 
that  really  makes  people's  blood  boil.  That's  just  so  obvious  on  its 
face  to  people,  that  they're  going  to  be  infuriated  about  it.  Is  the 


27 

kind  of  thing  you're  proposing  designed  to  deal  with  it,  which  is 
that  you  have  some  sort  of  administrative  caps  so  that  you  don't 
have  a  situation  where  the  revenue  goes  down  and  people  iust  stay 
the  same  and  keep  shoveling  the  same  administrative  dollars  out? 

Mr.  Desmond.  I  think  that  is  something  that  the  U.S.  Congress 
should  really  probably  should  take  a  close  Took  at.  A  couple  of  years 
ago  I  was  looking  at  the  BLM  reforestation  budget.  I  think  it  was 
for  fiscal  year  '92  or  whatever,  and  it  was  approximately  $30  or  $32 
million  or  so,  of  which  60  percent  of  that  was  going  to  be  going  to 
the  BLM  overhead  and  their  coastal  Oregon  productivity  enhance- 
ment program  and  a  bunch  of  other  different  programs.  Then  the 
other  §14  million  or  so  was  going  to  be  the  actual  reforestation  por- 
tion of  it.  In  that  particular  year  —  not  to  be  harsh  on  the  BLM 
—  but  they  didn't  have  any  money  to  do  precommercial  thinning, 
so  they  actually  spend  more  money  on  their  holiday  pay  than  they 
did  on  precommercial  thinning  work  in  western  Oregon.  Once 
again,  I'm  representing  small  business  reforestation  contractors. 
\^en  thej^'re  faced  with  a  shortage  of  funds,  they  have  to  put  their 
funds  to  the  best  use,  and  they  need  to  make  tough  choices,  and 
I  think  the  BLM,  as  you've  been  pointing  out,  Congressman 
Wyden,  they  need  to  make  some  tough  choices  right  now. 

Chairman  Wyden.  I'm  going  to  follow  up  on  those  figures  that 
you've  given  us  because  those  are  really  startling,  and  that's  the 
kind  of  thing  that's  really  going  to  leave  the  public  very  reluctant 
to  support  the  significant  new  investments  that  you,  Mr.  Rust  and 
Mr.  Bratt  and  others  are  calling  for,  and  I  think  makes  sense. 

The  only  other  question  for  you,  Mr.  Desmond  is  what  do  you 
think  about  the  idea  of  moving  away  from  this  annual  kind  of  take 
your  chances  sort  of  process  with  the  appropriations  system  and 
trying  to  set  up  something  akin  to  the  Knudsen  Bandenberg  fund 
at  the  BLM  to  get  a  permanent,  more  certain  source  of  dollars? 

Mr.  Desmond.  Well,  our  board  of  directors  has  endorsed  your 
bill.  I  forget  which  number  it  is,  but  we  have  endorsed  it.  I'll  just 
make  this  one  brief  comment.  I  think  it  sort  of  falls  along  the  lines 
of  small  is  beautiful.  What  this  allows  is  a  local  district  forester, 
as  he's  laying  out  a  timber  sale,  to  make  a  determination  that  OK, 
we  need  to  do  a  certain  amount  of  watershed  rehabilitation  here 
and  a  certain  amount  of  stand  enhancement  there  and  so  forth  and 
so  on,  so  planning  can  be  done  right  there  on  that  very  local  level 
where,  in  fact,  it  actually  does  need  to  be  done.  So,  we're  quite  sup- 
portive of  your  bill. 

Chairman  Wyden.  Mr.  Bratt,  I  think  the  only  question  I  had  for 
you  is  if  you  could  pick  out  one  initiative  for  the  short  term  that 
you  think  would  be  helpful  based  on  the  work  that  you  have  done 
now  for  a  decade.  I  noted,  and  I  think  you're  correct  in  terms  of 
the  need  for  these  long  term  things.  What  particular  change  short 
term  would  make  sense  to  you  as  being  consistent  with  what  you'd 
like  to  see  BLM  do  in  the  future? 

Mr.  Bratt.  If  I  could  wave  a  magic  wand  —  I  guess  I'd  like  to 
clarify  first  that  you  asked  me  a  question  in  your  statement,  and 
you've  addressed  it  to  my  organization,  but  it's  me  —  do  I  support 
management  of  lands  tnat  aren't  included  in  protective  habitat 
zones  for  their  maximum  timber  production  under  good  forestry 
practices,  and  the  answer  is  absolutely  yes.  That  I  don't  think  came 
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across  in  the  nasty  things  that  I  was  saying  about  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  in  my  testimony. 

I  guess  it  would  be  —  and  I'm  going  to  cheat  a  Httle  bit  and  do 
two  parts.  I've  alluded  to  one  part  in  my  testimony,  and  I'll  allude 
to  the  other  part  first  here,  and  that  is  to  get  all  of  the  backlog  ad- 
dressed as  soon  as  humanly  possible  in  terms  of  reforesting  the 
land  and  addressing  the  dense  stands  that  need  to  be  thinned  and 
just  taking  care  of  all  of  the  backlog  items.  I  see  that  as  absolutely 
number  one.  There's  political,  economic,  environmental,  and  there's 
a  whole  integrated  list  of  reasons  to  accomplish  that. 

I  think  that  along  with  that,  you  have  to  think  about  what 
brought  us  to  that  place,  and  I  think  that  —  I'm  in  the  investment 
business,  and  if  I  overpromised  and  underdelivered  to  my  clients 
in  the  way  that  we  have  been  overpromised  and  underdelivered  to 
in  the  management  of  our  public  forest  with  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  as  a  steward,  I'd  get  sued.  I'd  lose  my  ticket.  I'd  be 
out  the  door  very  rapidly.  I  think  that  we  need  to  have  a  real  real- 
istic assessment  of  what  the  true,  sustainable  carrying  capacity  of 
our  lands  are  and  not  make  our  projections  based  on  what  we 
would  like  to  see  in  the  future  or  what  we  think  we  might  be  able 
to  do  with  some  unproven  technology  but  that  what  is  dem- 
onstrated as  possible  from  past  experience.  So,  those  two  things 
going  hand  in  hand,  and  that's  the  cultural  change  that  I  alluded 
to  earlier,  and  it's  nothing  radical.  It's  just  good,  conservative,  pru- 
dent business  management  is  what  it  is.  Sorry  for  expanding  on 
that. 

Chairman  Wyden.  No,  no.  Let  me  just  tell  you  three,  as  I  think 
a  couple  of  you  know,  that  our  subcommittee  has  a  lot  of  years  in 
this  inquiry,  and  I  think  it  is  even  more  important  today  than 
when  we  began.  When  we  began,  we  weren't  seeing  the  level  of  gut 
wrenching  difficult  times  in  timber  dependent  communities  that 
we're  seeing  now.  Certainly  this  has  been  a  long  time  coming,  but 
right  now,  at  a  time  when  clearly  the  public  has  got  to  see  that  the 
Congress,  elected  officials  like  Mr.  Rust,  those  of  you  that  work  in 
these  programs,  are  committed  to  making  every  dollar  count.  We 
have  got  to  get  these  changes  in  place  because  I  think  these 
changes  can  make  a  difference  now.  It  can  also  contribute  to  what 
you  have  said,  Mr.  Bratt,  a  change  in  the  culture,  a  change  in  the 
way  the  institution  operates.  My  sense  is  that  the  public  is  not 
going  to  support  anything  long  term  unless  they  see  that  the  Con- 
gress and  working  with  people  like  yourself  and  Ms.  Zielinski  who 
comes  on  new,  are  able  to  wring  out  of  these  budgets  every  single 
dollar  for  the  work  that  it  was  intended,  which  is  helping  our  for- 
ests and  insuring  forest  health  and  having  jobs  and  making  sure 
that  40  years  down  the  road  when  these  harvests  are  available, 
that  we  nave  done  everything  we  can  to  make  sure  they're  good 
ones. 

So,  we  are  going  to  ride  this  very,  very  hard  in  the  months 
ahead.  It's  not  exactly  an  atomic  secret  that  we  have  been  unhappy 
about  the  way  they've  done  business  at  this  agency  for  a  long  time. 
These  Inspector  General  audits,  in  my  view,  have  laid  out  a  very 
clear  road  map  of  what  needs  to  be  done,  and  I  think  what  Ms. 
Zielinski  has  indicated  this  morning  is  that  she  understands  as 
well.  There  need  to  be  some  very  significant  changes  at  this  agen- 
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cy,  and  there  need  to  be  some  significant  changes  in  a  hurry.  So, 
we  wall  work  closely  with  you.  Please  give  us  your  ideas  and  sug- 
gestions. Mr.  Jenning,  our  staff  director,  couldntbe  here  today,  but 
he  is  available,  I  am  available.  You  get  your  working  lunch  there, 
Mr.  Desmond.  Ms.  Zielinski  I  think  came  by  car  today  and  not  by 
any  planes  or  anything  like  that,  and  we're  going  to  work  closely 
with  the  agency  to  turn  these  things  around.  Unless  you  have  any- 
thing further  to  add,  we'll  excuse  you  at  this  time.  The  subcommit- 
tee is  adjourned. 

[Whereupon,  the  subcommittee  was  adjourned,  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  chair.] 
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OPENING  STATEMENT 
RZP.   RON  WYDEN 

BEFORE  THE   SUBCOMMITTSE   ON  REGULATION,    BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES  AND  TECHNOLOGY 

BUR2SAU  07  LAND  MANAGEMENT  REFORESTATION  AND  STAND 

ENHANCEMENT  PROGRAMS;      PLANS  AND  PROGRAMS   FOR 

ATTACKING   BACKLOGS  AND  BOOKKEEPING  PROBLEMS 

Kay  9,  1994 

Today,  the  Sutoconmittsa  on  Ragulation,  Business  Qpportunitiafl 
and  Tachnology  continues  its  inquiry  into  the  managesiant  of 
raforestation  prograas  en  public  tinbarlands  in  tha  Pacific 
Northwest. 

Few  public  investments  are  as  important,  er  create  the  level 
of  long-term  economic  and  environmental  benefits,  as  the  tree- 
planting  and  timber  stand  isiprovement  programs  managed  by  the  U.S. 
Forest  Service  and  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 

According  to  former  Interior  Inspector  General  James 
Richardson,  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  is  an  agency  which  is 
"adversely  impacted  by  inherent  organizational  inefficiencies,"  and 
is  a  "classic  example  of  an  organi2atlon  that  has  often  failed  to 
accomplish  its  mission,  effectively."  Today,  we  will  look 
specifically  at  the  Bureau  of  L«ind  Management's  reforestation 
program,  where  problems  have  abounded  for  years. 

Missing  the  "biological  window"  for  planting  trees, 
fertilizing  new  plantations  and  conducting  pre-commerciid.  thinning 
can  mean  losses  of  hundreds  of  millions  of  board  feet  in  ultimate 
harvest  from  these  lands.  These  continuing  failures  involve 
thousands  of  acres  of  the  region's  most  productive  timberlands 
being  managed  by  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 

We  are  especially  troubled  by  two  recent  IG  reports.  The 
first  issued  in  March  estimates  that  $5.4  million  in  Oregon  forest 
maintenance  funds  were  diverted  to  other  uses.  The  second,  issued 
just  two  weeks  ago,  estimated  that  the  Oregon  BI«  office  was  losing 
between  $2.5  million  and  $3.5  million  in  a  non-authorized  airplane 
lease-purchase  deal. 

If  there  is  an  Achilles  heel  for  investigators  tracking 
what  the  BW  does,  and  how  it  spends  its  money,  it  seems 
to  be  agency  bookkeeping. 

As  current  Interior  IG  Joyce  Flaischman  wrote  to  this 
subcommittee  April  19  j  "Because  of  improper  accoxinting  practices 
noted  in  our  reports,  the  Bureau  cannot  accurately  account  for 
individual  program  coats  of  any  program,  including  FTB  (full-time 
employee)  costs  associated  with  its  forestry  program." 
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Th«  inspector  general's  report  substantiates  that  these 
failures  pose  a  clear  and  present  danger  to  the  future  of 
many  timber  jobs  in  Oregon. 

This  agency  has  to  pull  ita  noney  out  of  bloated 
managetaent  Bysteas,  employee  gynnaslmna  «md  luxury 
aircraft,  and  put  it  where  it's  needed  most. .  .and  that's 
the  critically  important  timberlands  of  vestem  Oregon. 

The  audits  cited  probleaa  which  had  developed  well  before  the 
appointment  this  winter  of  Ma.  Blaine  Zielinski,  the  state's  new 
BLM  director.  We  are  pleased  to  have  Ms.  Zielinski  with  us,  today. 
1  am  encouraged  by  her  start.  My  preliminary  diacussions  with  her 
indicate  that  she  wants  to  deal  seriously  and  constructively  with 
these  long-stajiding  problems.  Additionally,  we're  pleased  that  she 
wasted  no  time  getting  rid  of  that  airplane. 

Although  I  don't  want  to  augar-coat  the  backlog  problems, 
and  we'll  get  into  them  in  some  detail,  I  do  hope  that  we 
can  forge  a  new  partnership  today  toward  improving 
forestry  in  Dragon's  BLM  timber  country. 

Make  no  mistake.  These  lands  must  remain  a  productive  part  of 
the  region's  timber  base.  Mr.  Jerry  Rust,  chairman  of  the  Lane 
County  Board  of  Commissioners  and  the  representative  of  a  major  Q&c 
Railroad  lands  eounty.  will  explain  the  Importanee  of  timber 
revenues  from  these  Bli!  managed  forests.  As  Rust  will  testify,  the 
quality  of  reforestation  on  these  lands  goes  right  to  the  budget 
bottomline  for  these  counties.  Revenues  from  these  timber  sales 
fund  schools.,  roads  and  other  vital  public  services. 

The  forest  environment,  as  well  as  the  timber,  is  important  to 
Oregonians.  we  will  hear  testimony  from.  Mr,  Josh  Bratt, 
representing  the  Oregon  Environmental  Council,  on  the  importance  of 
reforestation  work  for  healthy  forest  habitats. 

And  finally,  these  programs  represent  mora  than  timber  in  the 
future,  ..they  represent  jobs,  now.  Mr.  Jack  Desmond,  executive 
director  of  the  Northwest  Reforestation  Contractors  Association, 
will  describe  the  stakes  for  small  businesses  involved  in  site 
preparation,  tree  planting  and  tree  thinning. 

Before  we  begin  with  today's  witnesses,  1  want  to  briefly 
review  the  numbers  from  the  moat  recent  inspector  general's  audit 
on  BLM  timber  management  programs.  The  IG  details  backlogs  in  the 
following  areas:  site  preparation,  4.600  aersfl;  tree  planting, 
?f90Q  acr?a;  plantation  maintenance,  43 .800  acres;  tree  thinning, 
gQ.P<?Q  agreg?  fertilization,  I6P..000  anrPi^i  and  timber  stand 
conversion,  6.6QQ  acraa. 
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Putting  this  into  perspective,  tha  IC  eatiaateB  that  lost 
timber  Harvest  volumos  due  to  these  baoftle^s  aay  amount  to  1.7 

bii1,i<?n  hoard  gwt. 

That  is  a  significantly  higher  number  than  anticipated 
^p^^al  h>trv<.ftt  volunaa  for  tha  entire  Vnaitia  Worthwast 
under  the  Administration 'a  federal  forest  management 
plan. 

I  have  to  point  out  that  the  state  BUI  office  has  not  been 
well  served  by  the  agency's  national  office.  In  1993,  tha  Oregon 
BLM  notified  national  headquarters  that  the  reforestation  and  stand 
enhancement  program  would  need  $63  million  to  fund  all 
reforestation  activities.  The  national  office,  however,  requested 
only  $33  million.  According  to  the  18,  this  under-funding 
"resulted  in  increased  backlogs." 

Obviously,  any  budget  request  like  this  ens  has  to  be  measured 
against  other  agency  and  national  priorities.  However,  it  is 
unacceptable  that  this  agency. .  .which  for  years  has  ignored 
numerous  16  audits  citing  the  need  to  reform  its  expensive,  triple- 
tiered  national  management  system.. .should  be  draining  the  life- 
blood  from  Oregon  forestry  programs  to  pay  for  an  out-dated,  out- 
moded emd  out-sized  bureaucracy. 

Tree-planting  programs  in  Oregon  must  not  be  sacrificed 
to  pay  for  a  bloated  management  system  centered  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

Ms.  Zialinski  will  outline,  today,  accounting  changes  which 
will  free-up  $1  million  for  additional,  direct  investment  in 
forestry  prcgrauas,  and  agency  streamlining  actions  which  will  save 
another  $5  million  in  annual  spending. .  .monies  which  she  would  re- 
invest in  timber  management. 

This  is  a  good  start,  and  a  welcome  change  in  policy  and 
philosophy. 

in  addition,  Ms.  Zielinaki  will  propose  that  we  invest  $51 
million  over  the  next  several  years  in  reforestation  management  in 
order  to  increase  timber  yields  by  1.7  billion  board  feet. 

$51  million  obviously  is  a  ton  of  money.  But  as  a 
general  principle  I  believe  congress  should  support 
federal  forestry  investments  where  there  is  an 
identifiable  and  significant  return  for  tha 
taxpayer. .  .and  this  surely  is  one  such  case. 
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TESTIMONY  OF  JOSH  BRATT,  A  PRIVATE  CITIZEN  RESIDING  IN  SALEM, 

OREGON,  BEFORE  THE  UNITED  STATES  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMITTEE  ON  SMALL  BUSINESS  (SUBCOMMITTEE  ON  REGULATION, 

BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES,  AND  TECHNOLOGY)  ON  MAY  9,  1994  REGARDING 

REFORESTATION  AND  STAND  ENHANCEMENT  EFFORTS  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF 

LAND  MANAGEMENT  IN  WESTERN  OREGON. 


I  am  here  today  to  outline  concerns  I  have  regarding  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management's 
(BLM)  forest  management  activities  as  they  relate  to  reforestation  and  stand  improvement,  and 
to  make  some  recommendations  for  solutions  to  those  concerns. 

My  background  includes  ten  years  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Oregon 
Environmental  Council,  two  years  of  involvement  in  developing  Oregon's  Forest  Resource 
Trust  (a  $3.5  million  reforestation  program  targeting  non-industrial  private  land  owners)  and  a 
career  in  commercial  banking  and  investments. 

Concern  #1:  Key  BLM  officials  are  appointed  on  the  basis  of  political  favoritism  vs.  a 
demonstrated  objective  commitment  to  good  science  and  sustainable  resource  management 
technique. 

Historically,  key  BLM  appointments  have  been  political.  The  result  is  the  BLM  has  for 
many  years,  adopted  politically  expedient  forest  management  policies  which  are  rationalized  by 
short-term  and  speculative  economic  analysis.  Scientific  and  technical  support  has  been  sought 
only  after  the  basic  policy  decisions  are  made.  Comprehensive  ecosystem  management  is  now 
essential  to  regaining  the  possibility  of  sustainable  multiple  use  forests,  obtaining  stable  local 
economies,  and  to  regaining  the  trust  of  the  public. 

Recommendations: 

a)  The  Department  of  the  Interior  should  change  the  way  high  level  managers  are 
appointed  and/or  it  should  consider  merging  BLM  and  the  Forest  Service 

b)  Managers  need  more  training  in  complex  decision  making  with  political 
considerations  given  a  lower  priority. 

c)  Major  staff  change/ re  deployment  needs  to  be  considered. 

d)  BLM  resource  specialists  committed  to  biodiversity  and  ecosystem  management 
should  be  advanced  to  key  high  level  positions. 

Concern  #2.  The  intensity  of  the  BLM's  management  in  the  past  has  been  too  great,  and  it 
remains  so  in  the  proposed  new  resource  management  plan. 

Over  the  past  decade  the  BLM  was  only  able  to  accomplish  approximately  46%  of  its 
Intensive  Management  practices  called  for  in  their  existing  plan.  Yet,  they  will  be  attempting  to 
accomplish  approximately  350%  more  in  the  next  decade.  Given  BLM's  poor  past  record  of 
accomplishments,  the  proposed  level  appears  unrealistic,  particularly  in  an  environment  of  less 
money  and  fewer  people. 

Recommendations: 

a)  BLM  should  take  no  credit  for  timber  volume  increase  resulting  from  any  intensive 
or  forest  management  program  until  these  programs  have  been  completed  and  proven 
successful,  (i.e.:  reforestation  goals  accomplished) 
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b)  Monies  allotted  by  congress  to  the  BLM  for  any  forest  development  activity  need 
monitoring  and  must  be  allotted  more  specifically  (perhaps  a  local  board  of  directors  which  is 
truly  accountable  vs.  the  current  advisory  status). 

c)  The  intensity  of  the  BLM's  harvest  on  public  land  must  be  reduced  to  sound, 
realistic  and  sustainable  levels. 

d)  New  scientific  information,  program  monitoring,  and  watershed  analysis 
information  must  be  used  to  test  forest  development  assumptions  and  intensities. 

Concern  #3.  Timber  production  is  still  the  BLM's  highest  priority.  This  inappropriate 
emphasis  on  timber  leads  to  the  neglect  of  all  other  forest  development  programs  and  activities. 

Despite  its  ecosystem  management  priority  and  objective,  BLM  has  not  yet  discarded 
their  timber  dominant  interpretation  of  the  Oregon  and  California  Railroad  lands  Act  (O  and  C 
Act)  This  act,  written  in  1927,  was  meant  to  provide  resource  protection  while  producing 
timber  and  community  stability.  BLM  has  misused  the  provisions  of  the  O  and  C  Act  to 
claiming  that  timber  extraction  overrides  all  other  resource  protection  considerations.  Please 
note  the  following  example;  BLM  has  decided  to  "defer"  lands  in  the  Old  growth  management 
Areas  (OGMA).  This  means  that  although  these  lands  are  not  available  for  timber  harvest,  the 
volume  they  contain  can  be  utilized  by  increasing  the  overall  Allowable  Sale  Quantity  (ASQ). 
Furthermore,  the  proposed  land  use  allocations  for  the  next  decade  are  structured  to  meet 
timber  ASQ's,  even  though  the  underlying  assumptions  include  unharvestable  lands. 
Recommendations: 

a)  Sustainable  ASQ's  should  be  calculated  only  after  all  other  forest  resources  have 
been  given  equal  consideration  and  value  (forest  health,  biodiversity,  watershed  condition,  and 
restoration  opportunities  for  example). 

b)  no  "deferred  lands"  should  be  used  in  ASQ  computations. 

c)  Revise  the  O  and  C  Act  or  have  BLM  reevaluate  present  timber  dominant 
interpretation. 

Concern  #4.  BLM  has  failed  to  accomplish  many  forest  enhancement  activities  required  by  law 
or  called  for  in  their  existing  management  plans.  This  has  had  and  will  have  a  materially 
negative  impact  on  local  economies  and  environmental  conditions. 

Despite  receiving  funds  and  making  promises  to  the  public,  BLM  has  a  backlog  of 
reforestation,  thinning,  fertilization,  burning,  vegetation  management,  restoration  and  other 
projects. 

This  shortfall  in  accomplishments  will  have  an  impact  on  future  ASQ  (less  board  feet  of 
timber  will  be  grown)  and  on  the  sustainability  of  the  forest  itself.  It  should  also  be 
remembered  that  many  of  the  benefits  (such  as  increased  volumes,  better  tree  survival,  etc.) 
claimed  are  speculative.  BLM  needs  to  recognize  the  seriousness  of  the  forest  sustainability 
issue  and  make  a  plan  for  completing  these  forest  enhancement  activities.  BLM  has  a  mandate 
to  restore  the  public  forests  and  to  limit  harvesting  to  sustainable  levels. 

The  new  ecosystem  based  strategies  called  for  in  BLM's  new  resource  management 
plans  recognize  that  the  public  forests  will  be  cutting  less  volume  from  smaller  trees  and  result 
in  some  job  loss.  It  is  for  these  reasons  that  BLM  must  not  fail  to  meet  their  mandate. 

Reconunendations: 

a)  Make  a  full  public  disclosure  as  to  the  extent  and  consequences  of  each 
unaccomplished  forest  enhancement  policy. 
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b)  Make  a  budgetary  priority  of  all  backlog  projects  and  activities  and  complete  them 
within  the  next  two  years. 

c)  All  backlog  and  future  forest  enhancement  projects  must  be  monitored  for  success  in 
achieving  their  scheduled  timber  production  goals. 

d)  BLM  should  examine  what  effects  ecosystem  management  will  have  on  stand 
enhancement  activities.  It  may  be  that  some  activities  or  practices  could  be  eliminated  (i.e.: 
fertilization)  while  others  could  be  expanded  (i.e.:  thinning). 

e)  BLM  needs  to  embark  on  an  extensive  thinning  and  density  management  program  in 
young,  even-aged  stands  and  in  younger  stands  that  are  over-stocked.  Fire  should  also  be 
reintroduced  into  some  of  these  stands. 

0  An  extensive  forest-wide  restoration  program  needs  to  be  developed.  This  plan 
would  include  water  quality  and  fisheries  enhancement,  stream-side  planting,  erosion  control, 
road  restoration  and  closure,  etc. 

g)  For  localjob  creation  BLM  could: 

i)  create  small  timber  sales  and  contracts  for  all  forest  enhancement 

projects, 
ii)         Develop  stewardship  contracts  with  local  citizens  to  accomplish 

reforestation,  pruning,  and  other  long  term  forest  health  improvements, 
iii)        Sponsor  workshops  for  forest  worker  training  in  forest  stewardship, 

equipment  operation,  and  contract  bidding  and  other  requirements, 
iv)         Sponsor  forest  products  workshops  that  would  discuss  project 

development  and  utilization  of  all  forest  products, 
v)         On  contract  timber  sales,  contract  only  for  cutting  trees  and  sell  the  logs 

to  the  high  bidder  form  a  log  pool  or  deck, 
vi)        Budget  money  to  restore  damaged  ecosystems  and  watersheds. 

It  may  appear  that  my  testimony  has  strayed  from  reforestation  and  stand  enhancement  issues. 
Please  bear  in  mind,  however  that  the  circumstances  which  have  caused  this  hearing  today,  at 
their  root,  have  arisen  due  to  institutional  inadequacies.  In  order  to  solve  these  inadequacies, 
some  portion  of  the  BLM  institution  must  be  altered.  There  are  some  obvious  short  term  steps 
that  can  be  taken  (perhaps  those  above).  Most  of  these  are  expensive  (but  necessary).  The 
long  term  solution  lies  in  the  institution  itself  and  will  require  a  cultural  shift  on  the  part  of 
some  in  terms  of  the  time  frame  and  context  in  which  natural  resources  are  viewed. 
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Statement  of  Martin  Jack  Desmond 
Northwest  Reforestation  Contractors  Association 


Testimony  before 

Representative  Ron  Wyden,  Chairman 

Subcommittee  on  Regulation,  Business  Opportunities,  and  Technology 

Committee  on  Small  Business 

Hearing  on  BLM  Reforestation  Program  Management 


May  9,  1994 

Portland  City  Hall 

1220  SW  Fifth  Avene 

Portland,  Oregon 


Representative  Wyden,  other  distinguished  ladies  and  gentlemen,  our  association  appreciates  the 
opportunity  to  provide  input  about  the  BLM  reforestation  program  in  western  Oregon.  Our 
association  consist  of  60  member  contractors  in  five  states  in  the  Pacific  Northwest.  Our 
association  has  a  very  keen  interest  in  the  BLM  reforestation  program  as  the  amount  of  BLM 
reforestation  work  offered  has  a  very  direct  financial  impact  to  our  members. 

I  would  like  to  first  take  the  opportunity  to  express  our  appreciation  for  the  continued 
commitment  by  Representative  Wyden  and  his  dedicated  staff  to  push  for  more  intensive 
management  work  on  both  BLM  and  USPS  forestlands  in  the  Pacific  Northwest.  We  note  that 
Representative  Wyden  held  a  hearing  eighteen  months  ago  at  the  World  Forestry  Center  on 
intensive  management  opportunities  on  our  public  lands  and  that  his  staff  has  been  continuing  to 
work  on  these  issues.    For  example,  the  OIG  audit  report  would  likely  have  never  been 
perfomied  without  the  direct  request  by  you.    We  appreciate  your  interest  in  making  sure  that 
our  forestlands  are  being  properly  managed. 

Office  of  Inspector  General  audit  report 

Our  association  has  reviewed  the  IG's  audit  report  of  BLM  reforestation  operations  in  western 
Oregon.  In  your  letter  to  our  association,  you  requested  that  we  address  of  number  of  questions 
related  to  the  IG  report  in  regards  to  possible  mis-use  or  mis-direction  of  reforestation  funds. 

Funding  and  personnel  levels 

The  introductory  section  of  the  IG  report  contains  very  revealing  infomiation  about  fiinding  and 
personnel  that  was  apparently  not  discussed  further  in  the  report.  The  chart  on  page  1  shows  the 
following  information: 
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Chart  1:  BLM  reforestation  and  timber  management  funding  (in  millions) 

Reforestation 
budget 

Timber  mgmt 
budget 

Total 

FTE  positions 

FY  1990 

$49.1 

$33.6 

$82.7 

983 

FY  1991 

$39.2 

$27.4 

$66.6 

1.097 

FY  1992 

$35.4 

$31.9 

$67.3 

984 

FY  1993 

$29.1 

$29.2 

$58.3 

983 

Although  the  chart  shows  that  the  reforestation  budget  has  plunged  from  $49. 1  million  in  FY  90 
to  $29.1  million  in  FY  93,  the  BLM  full-time  equivalent  positions  have  not  declined  whatsoever. 
If  a  small  business  had  lost  40%  of  its  gross  income  in  a  four  year  time-span,  the  company  would 
have  had  to  lay  off  a  number  of  its  employees.  Yet,  the  BLM  has  apparently  decided  to  cut  other 
portions  of  its  reforestation  and  forest  development  budget. 

The  BLM  has  acknowledged  in  other  budget  documents  that  90%  of  the  actual  manual 
reforestation/forestation  work  is  accomplished  by  contractors.  Not  surprisingly,  the  BLM  has  cut 
actual  contracting  budget  as  its  reforestation  budget  has  declined. 

Forest  development  backlog 

The  BLM  does  not  directly  respond  to  the  allegations  by  the  OIG  that  there  is  a  significant 
reforestation  and  forest  development  backlog.  The  BLM  acknowledges  that  there  are  43,742 
acres  of  needed  plantation  maintenance  work;  60,1 19  acres  of  needed  pre-commercial  thinning 
work;  and  162,007  acres  of  needed  fertilization  work  (I  might  note  that  we  continue  to  believe 
that  the  BLM  has  pre-commercial  thinning  needs  of  two  to  three  times  of  that  60, 1 1 9  acres). 

The  backlog  is  continuing  to  remain  due  to  several  factors:  inadequate  appropriations  from  the 
US  Congress  and  Administration;  and  inefficient  and  wasteftil  spending  of  taxpayer  fiinds.  The 
OIG  publicized  the  backlog  in  1990  with  an  audit  report,  but  there  has  not  been  a  significant 
reduction  in  the  backlog  despite  the  repeated  efforts  by  our  association  and  other  groups  to 
address  the  problem. 

Inadequate  appropriations 

Our  association  testified  before  a  House  Interior  subcommittee  in  Februar)'  1993  about 
inadequate  funding  for  the  BLM  in  Washington,  DC.    We  would  like  to  thank  Representative 
Wyden  for  also  testifying  at  the  hearing.      The  BLM  and  OIG  both  testified  at  the  hearing. 
Although  the  two  federal  entities  sharply  disagreed  about  certain  past  practices,  they  both  agreed 
that  there  were  certain  types  of  backlogs  of  forestry  work. 

Nevertheless,  the  US  Congress  appropriated  only  $26  million  for  the  FY  94  reforestation  and 
forest  development  budget  for  the  BLM.  Despite  all  of  the  news  media  attention,  the  US 
Congress  actually  allocated  $3  million  less  for  the  BLM  budget  than  the  previous  year.  Needless 
to  say,  the  BLM  will  likely  be  cutting  its  actual  contracting  work  by  $3  million  rather  than 
reduce  any  of  its  existing  BLM  staff.    So,  one  can  likely  project  that  there  will  be  fewer  acres 
treated  this  year  and  that  the  backlog  will  continue  to  grow. 
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I  apologize  for  a  rather  trite  statement,  but  the  Clinton  Administration  and  the  US  Congress  need 
to  put  their  money  where  there  mouth  is.  I  suggest  that  the  BLM  needs  approximately  $35 
million  for  its  FY  95  reforestation/forest  development  budget  with  a  committee  language  limiting 
the  agency  to  spending  no  more  than  $10  million  on  its  administrative/other  charges  costs. 

Inappropriate  and  wasteful  spending 

Several  months  ago,  one  of  the  contractors  in  our  association  was  telling  me  that  he  had  gone  to 
the  Salem  BLM  district  office  to  pick  up  some  tubes.  The  BLM  directed  him  to  one  of  the 
buildings  in  the  back.  He  got  somewhat  lost  trying  to  find  the  tubes  and  walked  into  a  very 
lavish  "wellness  center."  Although  I  could  not  tell  from  reading  the  OIG  report  whether  this 
particular  fitness  gymnasium  was  paid  by  the  forestry  dollars,  I  do  note  that  the  OIG  determined 
that  the  Coos  Bay  BLM  had  spent  $45,000  dollars  of  forestry  funds  on  its  "wellness"  center. 

The  OIG  report  stated,  "Backlogs  continue  to  exist  because  forestry  program  funds  totalling  at 
least  $5.4  million  were  used  for  overhead  costs  of  nonforestry  programs  and  .  .  ."  The  report 
cited  a  number  of  other  inappropriate  uses  of  forestry  dollars  such  as  paying  for  all  of  the  costs  of 
the  District  Manager  offices  and  Divisions  of  Administration.  Not  surprisingly,  the  BLM  has 
objected  to  the  OIG  allegations  about  wasteful  and  inappropriate  spending. 

Frankly,  I  believe  that  the  OIG  has  under-estimated  the  amount  of  waste.  For  example, 
approximately  $3  million  is  annually  withdrawn  from  the  reforestation/forest  development 
budget  and  assigned  to  the  COPE  program  (supposedly  a  joint  research  effort  to  increase  the 
productivity  of  Oregon's  coastal  forests).  Recently,  our  association  received  a  flyer  fi-om  the 
COPE  program  about  a  conference  that  it  was  sponsoring  at  the  Salishan  resort  on  the  Oregon 
coast.  As  you  know,  the  Salishan  resort  is  a  5-star  resort.  During  this  period  of  wrenching 
economic  impacts  to  rural  communities  and  forest  workers,  the  federal  agencies  will  be  "wining 
and  dining"  with  our  taxpayer  funds  at  a  lavish  resort.  I  would  like  a  perfomance  audit  of  the 
COPE  program  prepared  by  a  non-governmental,  private  accountant.  The  OIG  report  is  quite 
silent  about  the  COPE  program. 

As  we  discussed,  the  OIG  was  apparently  unable  to  crack  the  books  of  the  Oregon  State  Office. 
One  would  suspect  that  the  Oregon  State  Office  likely  "re-programmed"  a  substantial  amount  of 
forestry  funds  for  other  purposes.  For  example,  the  Oregon  State  Office  moved  into  its  new 
headquarters  several  years  ago.  One  could  assume  that  forestry  dollars  were  likely  used  for 
intensive  management  practices  such  as  new  carpets,  new  computers,  etc. 

Loss  of  timber  growth  and  income 

The  report  noted  that  the  net  value  of  lost  timber  growth  with  a  value  of  $36  million  on  lands  that 
will  be  likely  available  for  timber  harvest  and  an  additional  $28  million  of  commercial  thinning 
of  lands  set  aside  for  threatened  or  endangere  species  habitat  restoration.  The  IG  also  noted  that 
approximately  1 .7  billion  board  feet  of  future  timber  growth  with  a  value  of  $200  million  will  be 
lost  if  the  exisdng  backlogs  are  not  eliminated.  (Or  $142  million  of  lost  funds  after  deletions  for 
lands  set  aside  for  habitat  restorafion). 

Our  only  comment  is  that  intensive  management  forestry  is  a  sound  investment  on  BLM  lands  in 
western  Oregon.  The  priority  for  any  government  natural  resource  agency  should  be  to  provide  a 
possible  revenue  source  for  future  generations.  Our  children  and  grandchildren  will  be  deprived 
of  that  economic  value. 
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Disagreement  with  IG  report 


Although  we  generally  concur  with  the  findings  of  the  IG  audit  report,  we  would  do  disagree 
with  one  assertion  in  the  report.  The  OIG  report  states  that  the  BLM  timber  sale  program  was 
stopped  by  the  courts  due  to  the  "failure  of  the  Bureau  and  other  agencies  to  produce  plans  that 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  several  laws,  including  the  National  Forest  Management  Act  of  1976, 
the  Endangered  Species  Act  of  1973,  and  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969." 
Federal  judges  such  as  Mr.  Dwyer  have  acted  quite  unreasonably  and  narrow-minded  in  shutting 
down  the  federal  sale  programs.    The  impacts  to  the  reforestation  and  logging  contractors  -  not 
to  mention  the  federal  treasury  -  have  been  quite  substantial  as  displayed  in  the  next  chart. 


TabI*  3: 

BUM  Ml*  program:  FY  1986  -  1993 

Sale  Valine 
(bUllaiB  of  board 

m 

Harvcrt  Vola» 
(kUUoai  afiMard 
ft) 

Sak  Valae 

(aiiUlaalof 

doUan) 

FYJ986 

1.35 

1.21 

147.2 

FY  1987 

l.U 

1.23 

136.8 

FY1M« 

1.01 

1  64 

217.7 

FYI9S9 

0.75 

1.34 

199.1 

FY  1990 

1.17 

0.94 

206.4 

FY  1991 

0.43 

0.54 

9«.6 

FY  1992 

0.05 

0.59 

181.3 

FY  1993 

•  ■ 

'                .005 

0.22 

We  do  understand  the  unwillingness  of  the  BLM  to  invest  reforestation  and  intensive 
management  dollars  with  the  great  uncertainty  of  whether  these  forests  will  be  available  for 
harvest  in  the  future. 

Sale  of  private  jet 

We  understand  that  the  BLM  will  be  selling  or  at  least  no  longer  leasing  its  private  jet.  We  were 
never  sure  if  reforestation  fiinds  were  being  used  to  pay  for  the  operations  of  this  jet,  but  I  believe 
that  it  is  quite  inappropriate  to  maintain  such  an  expensive  item  during  this  financially  difficuh 
time.  We  hope  that  this  move  by  the  BLM  is  the  first  step  towards  operating  in  a  more 
financially  efficient  means. 

Summary 

We  understand  that  the  BLM  now  recognizes  that  there  is  a  need  for  the  agency  to  perform  the 
backlog  of  intensive  management  work  on  its  lands  in  western  Oregon.  We  understand  that  the 
agency  is  expressing  a  willingness  to  change  its  methods  of  operations  so  that  more 
on-the-ground  work  is  accomplished.  Our  association  would  even  support  having  the  BLM 
employees  to  actually  perform  the  manual  work.  We  just  want  the  work  to  get  accomplished. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  like  to  thank  Representative  Wyden  for  holding  this  hearing.  We  are 
most  ready  and  willing  to  help  in  the  intensive  management  work  that  will  provide  more  forestr>' 
jobs  in  the  short-term  and  more  timber  supply  in  the  fiiture. 
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Statement  of  Jerry  Rust,  Lane  County  Commissioner, 

before  the  Subcommittee  on  Regulation,  Business  Opportunities, 

and  Energy,  Committee  on  Small  Business, 

US  House  of  Representatives, 

at  the  Field  Hearing  to  Examine 

Reforestation  and  Stand  Enhancement  Efforts 

of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  in  Western  Oregon 

May  9,  1994 


Thank  you,  Congressman  Wyden,  for  your  persistence  in  continuing  to  raise  the 
issue  of  the  importance  of  reforestation  and  timber  stand  management  as  a  long- 
term  investment.  While  others  have  argued  about  a  shrinking  resource,  you  have 
rightly  recognized  that  Oregon  has  the  finest  tree-producing  land  and  climate  in 
the  world  and  investments  we  make  today  will  pay  off  down  th  '  e.  I 
particularly  remember  your  June  22,  1992  field  hearing  in  Portlara  wnei  -:ny  of 
these  same  issues  were  discussed.  I  am  happy  to  be  here  again  before  you  today. 

I  have  read  the  Inspector  General's  report  on  "The  Forestry  Operations  in  Western 
Oregon,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,"  and  I  have  to  say  I  am  extremely  disappointed 
to  read  that  BLM  has  allowed  the  diversion  of  funds  from  forestry  projects  to  pay 
for  "overhead  costs  of  nonforestry  programs."  If  this  abuse  of  discretion  is 
true,  it  hurts  our  region  in  two  ways:  1)  it  robs  our  region  of  immediate,  much- 
needed  jobs  in  reforestation  and  timber  stand  improvement  activities;  and  2)  it 
robs  our  region  of  future  timber  supplies,  future  jobs  and  revenues. 

However,  the  BLM  is  now  under  new  management.  The  federal  government  is 
operating  under  a  new  philosophy  of  forest  management,  and  forest  management 
agencies  in  our  nation  and  agencies  like  the  BLM  are  struggling  for  a  new 
identity  and  are  at  a  crossroads.  Now  is  the  ideal  time  for  a  fresh  start.  Let 
us  assume  that  proper  cost  accounting  will  prevail  in  the  future.  The  remaining 
questions  I  wish  to  deal  with  today  are:  1)  With  less  dollars  than  needed  to  do 
adequate  tree  planting  and  other  stand  improvement  activities,  what  are  the  most 
cost-effective  investments  that  can  be  made  with  these  limited  dollars;  and  2) 
What  other  activities  can  the  BLM  undertake  that  will  be  mutually  beneficial  to 
the  BLM  and  local  communities? 

First  some  comments  on  the  whole  issue  of  reforestation  and  timber  stand 
improvements. 

Before  entering  local  government  service,  I  was  a  tree  planter  and,  in  fact, 
planted  trees  for  the  BLM  in  five  of  the  six  districts  in  Oregon.  In  my 
experiences  I  have  personally  planted  roughly  500,000  trees  and  have  worked  with 
a  company  that  planted  tens  of  millions  of  trees.  I  have  come  to  believe, 
however,  that  it  is  not  how  many  trees  you  get  in  the  ground  but  how  many  you  get 
to  survive  and  thrive.  If  we  are  going  to  do  ecosystem  management,  I  think  we 
should  shift  to  ecosystem  tree  planting. 
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What  does  this  mean?  I  think  we  should  plant  trees  of  different  species, 
allowing  for  diversity.  Plant  less  trees  but  plant  more  in  a  quality  way.  This 
would  mean  much  less  burning  of  units  for  site  preparation.  It  would  mean 
finding  proper  sites  on  each  unit  to  protect  trees  from  animal  and  brush 
competition,  finding  shade  spots  to  protect  from  sun  scald,  taking  more  time  to 
dig  deeper  soils  and  finding  deeper  soil  pockets,  creating  a  microsite  with  a 
better  scalp  and  perhaps  erecting  a  shade  block  to  get  the  tree  through  its  first 
critical  hot  season. 

In  addition,  the  BLM  should  shift  away  from  monocul tural ,  even-age  stands,  and 
begin  to  look  for  ways  to  create  a  multi-level  canopy  of  different  species.  For 
example,  cedar  and  hemlock  could  be  grown  in  wet  and  shady  s  pw  in 
certain  areas.   I  also  see  no  reason  why  we  should  try  to  el  wood 

species  such  as  alder  and  maple.  This  kind  of  approach  will  be  e  a 

more  varied,  complex,  biodiverse  forest  that  is  more  natural.  .  me, 
by  planting  fewer  trees,  we  can  also  stretch  the  dollars  further.  Again,  the  key 
principal  here  is  to  plant  fewer  but  of  a  higher  quality  with  more  biodiversity. 

Secondly,  we  must  have  a  budget  for  pre-commercial  thinning.  With  a  backlog  of 
60,000  acres,  it  is  unacceptable  to  not  invest  any  dollars  in  this  category. 
Let's  face  it.  Once  we  have  a  stand  of  trees  -  10-,  15-,  20-year-old  stand  -  we 
have  already  made  a  substantial  investment.  As  difficult  as  it  will  be  to  find 
the  dollars,  we  must  make  a  commitment  to  bring  this  backlog  down.  This  is  an 
extremely  cost-effective  treatment.  Removing  excess  trees,  allowing  the  light 
to  penetrate  a  stand,  increases  the  growth  exponentially  on  trees  that  are  left 
after  a  pre-commercial  thinning.  In  addition,  I  would  like  to  ask  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  to  look  for  creative  opportunities  in  the  commercial  and  pre- 
commercial  areas. 

Today,  with  the  wood  and  fiber  scarcity,  there  is  virtually  no  material  that 
cannot  be  marketed  if  it  is  economically  feasible  to  remove  it  from  a  forest  and 
get  it  loaded  on  a  truck  bound  for  market.  I  would  highly  encourage  another  look 
at  stand  inventories  to  select  those  stands  which  can  be  precommercially  thinned 
for  profit.  We  may  find  that  there  is  virtually  no  precommercial  definition 
left;  that  virtually  all  thinning  has  a  commercial,  as  well  as  an  ecologically- 
beneficial,  payoff.  These  areas  should  make  a  difference  in  how  we  allocate 
scarce  resources  in  order  to  meet  the  emerging  federal  ecosystem  management 
philosophy,  which  I  subscribe  to,  even  while  we  are  defining  what  it  is  we  mean 
by  "ecosystem  management." 

Finally,  let  me  mention  a  project  in  Lane  County  which  has  the  support  of  the 
government  and  the  people  of  Lane  County.  This  is  the  Oregon  Pacific  and  Eastern 
Railway  Company  (OP&E)  abandoned  rail  line  assumed  by  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management,  which  is  making  plans  for  a  world-class  recreational  facility.  It 
is  rare  that  we  have  an  opportunity  like  this  to  convert  an  old  facility  into 
something  that  will  assist  in  the  diversification  of  our  economy.  This  is  an 
extremely  important  project  which  deserves  the  highest  levels  of  support  from  our 
federal  government.  I  have  been  impressed  with  the  dedication  of  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  and  its  employees  in  the  planning  process  and  now  in  the 
implementation.  This  project  has  been  written  up  in  Backpacker  Magazine.  I  am 
including  a  copy  of  an  article  from  the  May,  1994  publication,  which  has  already 
listed  this  trail  as  one  of  the  top  12  recreation  trails  in  the  Western  United 

WP  bc/jr/00038/T  2 


42 


states,  even  before  it  has  been  opened.  This  is  the  kind  of  activity  that  is 
welcome  in  Lane  County,  and  I  hope  throughout  Western  Oregon.  As  BLM  continues 
to  redefine  its  role,  I  applaud  its  activity  in  this  arena.  For  the  record,  I 
am  also  including  a  March  17,  1994  letter  to  former  BLM  Director  Dean  Bibles 
expressing  Lane  County's  official  support  for  this  project. 

This  latter  comment  is  not  meant  to  downplay  the  importance  or  significance  of 
forest  management  activities.  The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  manages  some  of  the 
most  productive  forest  lands  in  the  entire  world.  I  want  our  investments  to  be 
made  in  these  areas  so  that  we  may  continue  to  reap  the  benefits  from  these  lands 
in  perpetuity.  It  is  also  true  that,  with  the  changing  economy,  the  business  of 
recreation  and  tourism  is  also  important.  Therefore,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to 
make  the  latter  comment. 

Finally,  I  thank  the  congressman  for  his  inquiry  and  for  his  vigilance  in  making 
sure  that  our  federal  dollars  are  properly  and  wisely  spent  in  efforts  we  can 
make  in  investing  in  these  lands  for  our  future. 


WP  bc/jr/00038/T 
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Prime  Trails 
In  TheWild, 
Wild  West 

If  you  like  high-desert  mountains,  hiking  along  a  "lost  coast,"  or 
watching  caribou  amid  the  fireweed,  try  the  BLM's  hidden  wilderness. 

When  we  set  out  to  compile  this,  our  third  annual  overview  of  noteworthy  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  hiking  destinations,  we  knew  we'd  find  some  good  spots, 
but  we  were  pleasantly  surprised  to  discover  a  clianging  altitude  as  well.  We 
found  a  general  consensus  among  the  recreation  officers  in  the  field  that  things 
are  getting  better.  There's  a  new  man  running  the  show  in  Washington,  DC  (Secretary  of  the 
Interior  Bruce  Babbitt),  and  he  has  brought  along  a  new  recreation  mandate  More  and  more  of 
the  land  planners  are  young  guns  with  a  passion  for  low-impact  recreation  and  wilderness.  Many 
of  them  nominated  plots  of  BLM  land  to  be  featured  in  Backi'ackek  that  they  desperately  want  in 
the  public  spotlight.  They  told  us  that  drawing  national  attention  to  the  areas  hopefully  would 
make  elected  officials  in  Washington  take  notice  and  help  vault  the  land  from  wilderness-study- 
area  status  to  full-fledged,  federally  protected  wilderness. 

Is  this  the  new  dawn  of  the  BLM,  or  will  it  remain  what  the  federal  agency  environmentalists 
refer  to  as  the  Bureau  of  Livestock  and  Mining'  As  the  old  saying  goes,  only  time  (and  the  news 
media)  will  tell.  In  the  meantime,  BLM  field  staffers  told  us  they  want  to  build  new  trails  but 
worry  that  the  funding  won't  come  through.  So  if  you're  looking  for  a  weekend  cause,  why  not 
volunteer  and  help  them  out'  Contact  the  BLM  regional  office  in  your  area  (look  in  the  phone 
book  under  federal  government  listings)  Or  contact  the  American  Hiking  Society  and  ask  about 
the  "Helping  Out  in  the  Ouidoors'  volunteer  program  (P.O,  Box  20l60.  Washington,  DC  20041; 
703-255-9304).  Either  way,  you'll  he  doing  yourself,  and  the  rest  of  (he  hiking  world,  a  favor, 

—  The  Editors 

Cover  Harquahala  Mountains,  Arizona 
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crs  per  year,  Mosi  of  lliciii  arc  either  hikers  alleniphng  to 
walk  ihc  enlirc  Continental  Divide  Trail  or  hunters  on  a 
quest  for  pronghorn  antelope,  elk.  or  nmie  deer.  This  region 
offers  superb  opportunities  for  enjoying  solitude  and  excel- 
lent scenery. 

Traveling  along  the  cross-country  trail,  you'll  traverse  a 
stunning  variety  ol  terrain  from  grass<overed  hills  lo  hrtiken 
escarpments  and  scenic  canyons  The  vast  expanse  of 
smooth,  rolling  lulls  that  extend  to  the  cast  and  south  of 
Pelona  Mouniam  (clev.  9,212  feet)  create  a  dramatic  land 
scape,  especially  at  sunset 

Plenty  of  vantage  points  exist  along  the  pine-lorested 
ridges  One  escarpment,  along  the  western  edge  of  the  Con- 
imenial  Divide  Wilderness  Study  Area  (WSA)  ovcrl(K)ks  the 
Plains  of  San  Agustin  as  well  as  a  large  slice  <»f  wesiccntral 
New  Mexico 

July  to  September  is  the  best  time  of  year  to  travel  the 
trail,  although  temperatures  can  vary  wildly  (days  average  in 
the  mid-HOs.  dropping  lo  the  -iOs  al  night)  lTe<[Ucnt.  intense 
hut  brief  thuntlersionns  (Kcur  this  limc  of  year,  l-vcn  if  rain 
falls,  water  sources  aren't  guaranteed  and  arc  only  briclly  vis- 
ible before  vanishing  into  ihc  parched  earth    Pack  water 

Location:  In  Catron  Country,  south  of  the  Plains  of  San 
Aguslin  and  about  29  miles  as  the  crow  llics  south  of  the 
town  of  Dadi.  New  Mexico. 

GetUn0  There:  Hie  lUM  section  ol  the  c:i>NSI  is  most 
easily  reached  from  State  Hwy,  12  via  County  roads  li019 
and  C016  Check  with  liLM  prior  to  visiting  lo  get  up-lo-date 
access  information  and  directions. 

Permits:  None  required. 

Maps:  uses  topo  maps  Fullcrion.  Paddys  Hole.  Mohon- 
era  Canyon.  Kael  Canycm.  O  Mar  O  Canyon.  Indian  Peaks 
West,  Pelona  Mountain 

Special  Considerations:  A  number  of  archaeologtc.ilb 
significant  sites.  b()th  tlocumcnted  and  undocuinemed.  aic 


within  and  near  the  trail  corridor  Respect  these  sites  and 
tlon'l  touch;  they're  federally  protected.  Although  the  trail 
tloesn't  cross  private  land  in  this  sector,  it  docs  meander  near 
private  Ixnindaries.  Private  land  cannot  be  crossed  without 
the  owner's  permission. 

Contact:  ULM  Socorro  Resource  Area,   198  Neal  Ave.. 
S(K<>rro.  NM  H7K01;  (505)  835-0412. 


OREaON 

A  rail-trail  for  fishing,  birding, 
biking,  and  hiking 


Once  upon  a  time,  the  Oregon  Pacific  and  Eastern 
(OPl:)  railroad  was  built  so  timl^cr  could  be  shipped 
from  Culp  Creek  Mill  to  the  city  of  Cottage  Grove 
Unfonunaiely — or  fortunately,  depending  on  your  point  of 
view — a  series  of  events  led  the  owners  i-  abandon  the 
operation,  and  the  OPE  faded 


Snugazabug  Hat 

The  oHkial  Backpacker  Snugazstxig 
hat  \s  WcjI  for  every  outdoor  winter 
activity.  The  100  percent  (^ore-Tex 
»he(l  and  PoUrtec  300  liner  combine 
tor  an  extremely  light  technical  tut. 
And  it's  comp4etely  seam-seated  to 
shed  rain  artd  »oow.  Fits  comfortat>iy 
under  a  cfimbtng  heimel,  too.Availat>le 
in  two  colort  (blsck  and  teal),  two 
sizes,  and  comes  embroidered  with 
the  Backpacker  logo. 
$26.95  {$25.00)* 


SUe      Q  L  (7-71/4) 

D  XLt73/»-7l/2l 

Color   Q  Black  M/purple  linlnj 

Q  Teal  w/pufple  lining 

Quantity $ 


SUoQMOi-DXL 
Quantity 


BflCKPflCKER     BniCJ 
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Field  Mug 

Oush-proof,  12-ounce  capacity, 
Insulated  mug  with  no-spill  lid. 
Shipping  and  handling  included 
In  price.  $3.00  with  any 
Backpacker  Basic  purchase 
$5.95  ($5.35)* 


Gripper  Glove 

Thermax/Lycra  blend  for  warmth, 
wicking,  and  comfort,  with 
rubberized  gripper -dot  palms. 
Size    M    L    XL 

$15.95  (14  50)' 


Technical  Tee 

The  offtcial  Backpacxem  Technical 
Tee  gives  you  the  comfort  of  cotton 
wtth  the  performance  of  100% 
Thermax.   Easy  care,  machine-, 
washable,  wfth  taped  nedt  and 
shoulder  seams  for  extra  durabBity. 
Available  In  Unisex  sUes  M,  L.  XL. 
$19.95  ($17.95)* 


Sub»cr1b«r  nufwb»r  H  located 
on  thm  ••cond  Rne  of  the 
magazine  maOInc  IMial. 


»ddres.i 

C.ty 

, 

Vls< 

■  or  MMlsrcard  orders  CmH  (2 1  S)9e7-S29e 

D  Check  enclosed  D  MC  D  Visa 

Signature 
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li  dicln'l  lake  liLM  U>n(;  lo  iiiuMlt  Mippon  Iroiii  iiilicr  |hiI> 
lie  and  private  agencies  U>  acquire  llie  rinhl-c)f-\v.iy  .mtl  iic 
ate  3  rails-to-trails  conversion.  The  How  Hiver  Ir.iil  will 
extend  14.1  miles  between  tlie  covered  hriclRe  at  Mosby 
Creek  Road  and  the  town  of  Gulp  Creek  Although  intended 
for  mountain  hikers,  equestrians,  and  hikers,  the  trail  wont 
Ije  available  to  all  users  until  a  number  of  railroati  bridjjc 
cro.ssing5  are  surfaced.  UiHht  now,  the  route  h.is  been  divcii- 
ed  to  nearby  county  road  britljjes  for  iivci  itossmns.  Inn 
since  these  roads  are  lightly  traveled,  IU.M  ollici.ils  s.iy  this 
sliouldn"t  detract  from  the  trail  experience  Negotiations  are 
underway  to  extend  the  trail  an  additional  six  miles  and 
connect  it  with  the  lx)undary  of  the  Umpqua  National  For- 
est. If  succe.sslul,  this  will  open  up  an  entirely  dilleient  net- 
work of  trail  opprmunities 

The  abandoned  rail  bed  skins  the  banks  of  the  Row  River 
lo  Dorena  Reservoir,  running  along  the  shore  for  about  six 
miles  It  ilien  rejoins  the  river,  following  its  banks  once 
again  until  reaching  the  old  liohemia  lumber  mill  in  Gulp 
Creek  Along  the  way.  the  trail  cnis-ves  lour  bridges  that  lil.M 
hopes  to  have  surfaced  by  the  end  of  ihe  ye.ir 

In  keeping  with  the  National  Trails  Day  mandate  of  "trails 
for  all  Americans."  the  Row  River  Trail  is  more  than  ju.si  a 
pathway.  Its  Ml  exi.sting  miles  offer  ready  access  to  nearby 
Dorena  Reservoir  for  swimming,  fishing,  and  bird  watching 
and  IS  an  ideal  connecting  route  to  the  various  Line  County 
parks  and  smaller  communities 

From  the  trail,  you  can  also  hcxjk  up  with  a  bike  nnite 
east  into  the  Brycc  Creek  Recreation  Area  or  head  north  to 
Mount  June  and  the  Lost  Creek  Dack  Country  byway,  which 
leads  to  the  cities  of  I'leasant  Hill  and  Eugene  Hikers  also 
have  an  option  of  continuing  through  ilie  Willameiie  Nation- 
al Forest  into  the  town  of  Oakridge 


Location:  |ust  .south  <)f  tugene  and  east  of  1-5.  near  the 
(.oiiiiimnity  of  Cottage  Grove. 

Getting  There:  The  Row  River  Trail  begins  on  the  east- 
ern outskirts  of  the  city  of  Cottage  Grove  south  of  the  Mount 
View  .School  and  Cottage  Grove  Airport  and  at  the  intersec- 
tion ol  I-ing  and  Mosby  Creek  roads.  There's  an  undevel- 
opetl  p.irking  area  now.  but  plans  call  for  a  fonnal  parking 
.ire;i  with  kmjiii  for  up  to  40  vehicles. 

Permits:  None  neetled 

Maps:  lll.M  surface  map  liugene  Or  the  Oregon  Alius 
tiiiil  Oiizclleci;  published  by  DeLorme  Mapping  (P.O.  Uox 
2W,  lieepoil,  ME  04032,  207-865-4171). 

Special  Considerations:  There  are  two  campgrounds 
within  rc.idi  of  the  trail  .Schwarz  Park  Campground,  operat- 
eti  by  the  Aimy  Corps  of  Engineers,  is  |usl  .south  of  the  trail 
on  the  Dorena  Reservoir  The  other,  .Sharps  Creek  Camp- 
ground, is  managed  by  llLM  :ind  is  located  2.5  miles  south 
of  the  trail  on  the  Sharps  Greek  lUI  /Calapooya  Divide  back 
Country  byway 

Contact:  liLM  Eugene  DisttiU.  2H90  Chad  Dr  .  P  O  box 
10226.  Liigene,  OR  97'i'iO-2226,  (50.^)  6K3-612i 


UTAH 

Canoeing  and  hiking  down  a  high-desert 
waterway 
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March  17,  1994 
WP  bc/jr/00235/T 

Mr.  Dean  Bibles 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
P.O.  Box  2965 
Portland,  OR  97208 

Dear  Mr.  Bibles: 

This  letter  is  to  confirm  to  you  that  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Lane  County 
will  be  a  memorandum  of  understanding  co-signatory  on  the  Rails  to  Trails  project 
in  the  Dorena  Culp  Creek  area  of  Lane  County.  The  Lane  County  Board  of 
Commissioners  has  reviewed  the  record  of  this  project  and  conducted  a  public 
hearing  in  Cottage  Grove  on  the  evening  of  February  17,  1994.  During  this 
hearing,  we  heard  testimony  from  a  variety  of  county  residents  and  concerned 
citizens.  The  testimony  was  somewhat  evenly  divided.  Concerns  were  expressed 
about  the  potential  for  trespass,  fire,  vandalism  and  other  matters.  There  was 
also  a  concern  that  the  old  railroad  might  present  an  opportunity  in  the  future. 
There  was  also  support  for  the  project,  including  the  Cottage  Grove  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  which  represents  over  200  businesses  in  the  area.  In  the  end,  four  of 
our  five  commissioners  voted  to  support  the  project  and  to  become  co-signatories. 

This  does  not  lessen  our  concerns  about  the  issues  raised  above.  It  is  our  hope 
that  the  Row  River  Trail  can  become  a  model,  that  it  can  be  developed  and 
marketed  to  bring  some  economic  development  into  an  area  hard  hit  by  a  crashing 
timber  economy.  It  is  our  hope  that  by  being  a  signator  to  the  project  and 
supporting  it,  we  can  assist  the  BLM  in  mitigating  whatever  problems  might  arise 
in  the  future. 

In  summary,  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Lane  County  has  clearly  stated  its 
intent  to  support  this  project  and  to  participate  on  a  staff  level  with  the 
development  and  planning  for  the  project.  I  am  pleased  to  enter  this  letter  into 
your  record  and  to  confirm  our  support  for  the  project. 

Sincerely, 


Jerry  Rust,  Chair 

Lane  County  Board  of  Commissioners 

JR:tn 


48 


STATEMENT  OF  ELAINE  Y.  ZIELINSKI,  STATE  DIRECTOR,  OREGON  AND 
WASHINGTON,  BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT,  BEFORE  THE  SUBCOMMITTEE 
ON  REGULATION,  BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES,  AND  ENERGY,  COMMITTEE  ON 
SMALL  BUSINESS,  UNITED  STATES  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  AT  AN 
OVERSIGHT  HEARING  TO  EXAMINE  REFORESTATION  AND  STAND  ENHANCEMENT 
EFFORTS  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT  IN  WESTERN  OREGON. 


I  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  appear  here  today  to  discuss 
issues  relating  to  the  reforestation  and  forest  development 
(stand  enhancement)  efforts  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
(ELM)  in  western  Oregon  and  respond  to  some  of  the  statements 
in  the  recent  Final  Audit  Report  of  the  Office  of  Inspector 
General  (I.G. ) . 

A  major  question  that  has  been  raised  by  the  I.G.  is  the  tree 
planting  backlogs  that  have  accumulated  during  the  past  few  years 
and  whether  they  have  resulted  from  lack  of  funding.   The  tree 
planting  backlogs  are  not  primarily  due  to  funding  shortfalls. 
Unplanted  acres  are  part  of  a  normal  reforestation  operation. 
Seedling  availability,  operation  scheduling,  weather  conditions, 
and  air  quality  constraints  all  affect  the  timing  of  treating 
acres.   These  factors  are  anticipated  and  accounted  for  in 
allowable  harvest  models. 

Natural  causes  have  contributed  to  the  problem  of  eliminating 
the  tree  planting  backlogs.   For  example,  the  continuing  drought 
has  required  that  expensive  special  treatments  be  undertaken  to 
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2 
maintain  adequate  stocking  levels  in  new  plantations  —  reducing 
the  availability  of  funds  to  address  backlogs.   Similarly,  major 
wildfires  have  added  to  reforestation  workloads,  especially  with 
respect  to  subsequent  vegetation  maintenance  workloads. 

The  BLM  has  also  been  limited  in  its  choice  of  tools  to  perforin 
the  necessary  field  operations.   The  favored  site  preparation 
method  is  broadcast  burning,  but  limited  burn  opportunities  under 
State  air  quality  regulations  have  required  that  expensive 
replacement  methods  be  employed,  such  as  hand  piling  and  slashing 
with  chain  saws.   Other  vegetation  management  tools,  particularly 
herbicides,  are  unavailable  even  on  a  limited  scale,  requiring 
the  use  of  these  far  more  costly  methods. 

The  BLM  is  systematically  eliminating,  within  available  funding 
limits,  the  existing  backlog  of  precommercial  thinning  and 
fertilization  consistent  with  current  and  anticipated  resource 
management  plans  and  objectives  included  in  the  President's 
Forest  Plan.   First  priorities  for  treatment  will  be  planting 
lands  that  have  been  harvested  or  damaged  by  wildfire,  followed 
by  growth  enhancing  treatments  on  lands  allocated  to  timber 
production  and  to  areas  identified  as  needing  treatment  for 
ecosystem  restoration  purposes. 

The  BLM  will  identify  funding  needs  to  systematically  eliminate 
the  backlogs  and  to  stay  current  with  treatments  that  are 
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consistent  with  the  President's  Forest  Plan  and  Resource 
Management  Plan  allocations  and  objectives.   The  next  opportunity 
to  request  funding  priorities  will  be  in  the  Fiscal  Year  (FY) 
1996  budget  process.   However,  these  needs  must  be  considered  in 
the  context  of  overall  Federal  spending  needs. 

The  FY  1995  BLM  budget  request  for  reforestation  and  forest 
development  is  $2  3,03  6,000.   With  this  level  of  funding,  we 
would  be  able  to  accomplish  the  highest  priority  work  which 
includes  site  preparation,  tree  planting,  and  plantation 
maintenance. 

The  I.G.  disagreed  with  the  method  used  by  BLM  to  allocate  . 
administrative  expenses  within  program  areas.   The  BLM 
specifically  excluded  accounts  such  as  land  acquisition  projects 
under  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund,  construction 
projects,  and  emergency  fire  fighting  costs  in  an  attempt  to  get 
as  much  project  specific  money  as  possible  on  the  ground  in  those 
accounts. 

The  western  Oregon  and  California  lands  (O&C)  account  does  not 
have  a  specific  line  item  designed  to  pay  the  majority  of  the 
overhead  costs  similar  to  the  Management  of  Lands  and  Resources 
(MLR)  Account.   However,  the  administrative  line  item  in  the  MLR 
account  does  pick  up  bureauwide  costs  for  space,  postage,  and 
telephones  for  the  O&C  account. 
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4 
We  agree  that  prior  to  FY  1993,  the  overhead  allocations 
in  western  Oregon  were  directed  to  some  degree  toward  the 
forest  management  accounts.   In  February  of  1992,  the  western 
Oregon  districts  and  State  Office  management  met  to  address 
this  concern  and  develop  objectives  regarding  the  forest 
management  budget  allocations.   A  team  was  appointed  to  identify 
recurring  indirect  costs  that  cannot  be  charged  exclusively  to  a 
particular  program,  and  to  develop  a  method  that  would  assure 
that  all  programs  cover  those  costs  using  a  pro  rata  share 
process.   Our  review  of  FY  1993  costs  shows  that  the  method 
developed  did  improve  the  equitability  of  the  indirect  cost 
spread.   In  addition,  in  FY  1995  BLM  will  consider  excluding 
contracts  for  tree  planting,  stand  maintenance,  and  seedlings 
from  the  pro  rata  share  process  that  is  currently  being  used. 
This  has  the  potential  for  making  an  additional  $1  million 
available  for  project  work. 

The  BLM  is  pursuing  ways  to  measure  performance  and  ensure 
accountability.   Our  goal  is  to  develop  effective  performance 
measures  that  will  track  actual  progress  for  which  the  agency 
will  be  held  accountable.   We  are  committed  to  managing  change 
effectively  and  to  improving  business  practices  especially  in 
the  areas  of  budgeting  and  accounting.   The  BLM  has  proposed  to 
the  Congress  in  its  1995  budget  justification  a  simplification 
of  its  budget  structure.   This  will  allow  BLM  to  focus  its 
attention  on  overall  resource  management  rather  than  the 
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administration  of  discrete  program  activities.   This  is 
consistent  with  the  Administration's  ecosystem-based  approach 
to  land  and  natural  resource  management.   In  addition,  BLM 
will  begin  a  major  reengineering  of  its  financial  processes  on 
May  16,  1994.   As  a  part  of  this  effort,  BLM  will  simplify  its 
financial  reporting  process  and  ascertain  the  most  effective  and 
equitable  way  to  distribute  administrative  costs.   We  believe 
these  efforts  will  significantly  reduce  the  funds  being  used  for 
program  administration  and  enable  us  to  develop  an  accounting 
system  along  the  lines  suggested  by  the  I.G. 

An  earlier  I.G.  report  raised  the  separate  issue  of  the 
"triple-tiered"  management  structure  of  the  BLM,  and  this  is 
being  addressed  as  a  bureauwide  issue.   Oregon,  along  with  other 
states,  is  currently  looking  at  organizational  streamlining 
options  which  will  enable  us  to  deal  more  efficiently  with  the 
challenges  of  ecosystem-based  management.   In  addition,  we  are 
attempting  to  design  organizational  structures  which  require  less 
administrative  and  management  support,  thereby  allowing  more 
funds  to  be  directed  to  on-the-ground  activities.   Final 
organizational  decisions  will  be  coordinated  on  a  bureauwide 
basis  and  should  be  approved  within  the  next  three  weeks. 

This  completes  my  prepared  statement.   I  will  be  pleased  to 
answer  questions. 
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